
 

 

March 16, 2015 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD AND NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT  
A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR  

PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY’S  
PINECREST LAKE LEVEL MODIFICATION PROJECT 

  
SPRING GAP-STANISLAUS HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT,  

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION PROJECT NO. 2130 
 
 
To: Interested Parties Mailing List  
 
 
On December 16, 2011, Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) filed a request with the 
State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) to modify the existing Clean Water 
Act Section 401 water quality certification (certification) condition pertaining to the minimum 
Pinecrest Lake level.  Pinecrest Lake is part of PG&E’s Spring Gap-Stanislaus Hydroelectric 
Project, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Project No. 2130.  Pinecrest Lake is located on 
the South Fork Stanislaus River in Tuolumne County, California.  Prior to making a modification 
to the certification, the State Water Board must comply with the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA).1  The State Water Board is the lead agency under CEQA.   
 
PG&E’s Pinecrest Lake Level Modification Project (Project) proposes that PG&E be allowed to 
lower the surface elevation of Pinecrest Lake, until and including Labor Day each year, from the 
current minimum elevation of 5,608 feet to a range of minimum elevations between 5,606 feet 
and 5,600 feet, depending on the water year type as defined in the existing certification.  Other 
activities proposed with the Project include the removal of underwater boating hazards such as 
tree stumps and boulders to facilitate boating and other recreation activities at lower lake 
elevations, and modification of shoreline sediment to enhance the quality of shoreline-based 
recreation at lower lake elevations.  
 
As lead agency, in accordance with CEQA, the State Water Board is proposing to adopt a 
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Project.  This information is provided in 
satisfaction of the formal written notice requirements for public review of a MND (Cal. Code 
Regs., tit. 14, § 15072).  The State Water Board is accepting comments on the Initial Study 
(IS)/MND.  The comment period is from the date of this notice until April 15, 2015.  Comments 
on the IS/MND must be received by 12:00 pm (noon) on April 15, 2015.  Comments can be 
submitted electronically or by mail to: 
 
  

                                                
1 The entire Spring Gap-Stanislaus Hydroelectric Project was evaluated under CEQA prior to issuance of the 
certification in 2009; however that CEQA document did not consider Pinecrest Lake levels below 5,608 feet before 
Labor Day.   
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Jeffrey Parks 
State Water Resources Control Board – Division of Water Rights 

Water Quality Certification Program 
P.O. Box 2000 

Sacramento, CA 95812-2000 
or 

Email: jeff.parks@waterboards.ca.gov 
 
The MND may be obtained, or reviewed during normal business hours, by contacting  
Mr. Jeffrey Parks at (916) 341-5319 or Jeff.Parks@waterboards.ca.gov, or by visiting the State 
Water Board webpage for the Spring Gap – Stanislaus Hydroelectric Project at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/water_quality_cert/springgap_ferc2130.shtml 
 
The MND will be available for review at the following locations: 

State Water Resources Control Board 
1001 I Street, 2nd Floor, Room 2-114 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
(916) 341-5300 

Central Valley Regional Water  
Quality Control Board - Sacramento 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670-6114 
(916) 464-3291 

Tuolumne County Library 
850 Greenly Street 
Sonora, CA 95370 
(209) 533-5507 

KEEP INFORMED OF PROJECT MILESTONES 
 

To receive emails related to the Project and other projects pursuing certifications managed by 
the Division of Water Rights, interested persons should enroll in the “Water Rights Water Quality 
Certification” e-mail notification service.  Click the “Subscribe” button at the bottom of the 
Division of Water Rights’ Water Quality Certification Program webpage at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/water_quality_cert/  
 
By enrolling in this email list, you will receive notices for all current projects in the Division of 
Water Rights’ Water Quality Certification Program, including the Project.  You will need a valid 
email address to use this service.  If you do not have internet access or do not wish to 
participate in the email subscription list, you may contact Mr. Jeffrey Parks, Project Manager, at 
(916) 341-5319 and request to receive notices by mail.  You can enroll or un-enroll from the 
email subscription service at any time.   
 
The State Water Board will consider the IS/MND, along with the Project and associated Spring 
Gap-Stanislaus Hydroelectric Project records, before making a decision on PG&E’s request.  If 
the State Water Board decides to make changes to the existing certification based on PG&E’s 
request, the State Water Board will issue an amended certification for the Spring Gap-
Stanislaus Hydroelectric Project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Erin Ragazzi 
Water Quality Certification Program Manager 
 
Enclosure: Interested Parties Mailing List 
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cc: Ms. Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, N.E. 
Washington, DC  20426 
 

Ms. Jane Diamond, Director 
U.S. EPA, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA  94105 
 

 Ms. Pamela Creedon, Executive Officer 
Central Valley Regional Water Quality  
   Control Board 
11020 Sun Center Drive, Suite 200 
Rancho Cordova, CA  95670 
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Via Email: 
 
Steve Rothert 
American Rivers 
srothert@americanrivers.org 
 
Michael McCarty 
Calaveras Public Power Agency 
michael.mccarty@hklaw.com 
 
Dave Steindorf 
American Whitewater 
dave@amwhitewater.org 
 
Bill Loudermilk 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) 
wlouderm@dfg.ca.gov 
 
Jeffrey Single 
CDFW 
Jeff.Single@wildlife.ca.gov 
 
Julie Means 
CDFW 
jmeans@dfg.ca.gov 
 
Dale Mitchell 
CDFW 
dmitchell@dfg.ca.gov 
 
Linda Connolly  
CDFW 
Linda.Connolly@wildlife.ca.gov 
 
Michael Valentine 
CDFW 
mvalentine@dfg.ca.gov 
 
Richard Roos-Collins  
California Hydropower Reform Coalition 
rrcollins@waterpowerlaw.com 
 
Ronald Stork 
Friends of the River 
rstork@friendsoftheriver.org 
 
 

Bill Jennings  
California Sportfishing Protection Alliance 
(CSPA) 
bjennings@calsport.org 
 
Jim Lynch 
HDR Inc. 
Jim.Lynch@hdrinc.com 
 
John Buckley  
Central Sierra Env. Resource Center 
johnb@cserc.org 
 
Remleh Scherzinger  
Nevada Irrigation District 
Scherzinger@nidwater.com 
 
Richard Doble  
PG&E 
RJD2@pge.com 
 
Alvin Thoma  
PG&E 
ALT5@pge.com 
 
Scott Fee  
PG&E 
CSF1@pge.com 
 
Thomas Studley  
PG&E 
TKS3@pge.com 
 
William Manheim 
PG&E 
WVM3@pge.com 
 
PG&E Law Department, FERC Cases 
lawferccases@pge.com 
 
Judi Mosley  
PG&E 
JKM8@pge.com 
 
 
 



Spring-Gap Stanislaus Hydroelectric Project 
Interested Parties Mailing List 

 

5 
 

Gregory Oliver 
Tuolumne County 
goliver@co.tuolumne.ca.us 
 
Beth Martinez 
Stanislaus National Forest 
bethmartinez@fs.fed.us 
 
Curt Aikens  
Yuba County Water Agency 
caikens@ycwa.com 
 
Tom Scesa 
Tuolumne Utilities District (TUD) 
tscesa@tuolumneutilities.com 
 
Jessie Barton  
TUD 
jbarton@gallerybartonlaw.com 
 
Lilia Cayaban  
United States Department of Agriculture  
(USDA) 
lily.cayaban@usda.gov 
 
Marie Rainwater  
Rainwater and Associates 
marie@rainwater-associates.com 
 
Joshua Rider  
USDA 
joshua.rider@usda.gov 
 
Allen and Kari Green  
Friends of Pinecrest 
friendsofpinecrest@gmail.com 
 
Christian Scheuring  
California Farm Bureau Federation 
cscheuring@cfbf.com 
 
 
 
 

James Grinnell  
Tuolumne County Resident 
avig77@yahoo.com 
 
Bob and Kathleen Haff  
Tuolumne County Residents 
haffnhaff.farm@gmail.com 
 
Tim Fisher  
Pinecrest Permittees Association 
t.fisher13@comcast.net 
 
Tom Trott  
Twain Harte Community Services District 
ttrott@twainhartecsd.com 
 
Laurie Cashman  
Pinecrest Lake Resort 
laurie@pinecrestlakeresort.com 
 
Tracy Riggs  
Tuolumne County 
trigs@co.tuolumne.ca.us 
 
Melinda Fleming  
TuCARE 
tucare@mlode.com 
 
Gregory Humphrey  
Tuolumne County Association of Realtors 
karenmburkhardt@aol.com 
 
Michael McCaffrey  
McCaffrey House B&B Inn 
michael@mccaffreyhouse.com 
 
Benjamin Baez 
Concerned Citizen 
baezbo@celera.com 
 
Stephanie Suess  
Chicken Ranch Rancheria 
ssuess@crtibal.com 
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Via Hard Copy: 
 
James C. Jones 
Calaveras County Government Center 
891 Mountain Ranch Road 
San Andreas, CA  95249-9713 
 
Harlee Branch, Staff Counsel 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
1416 9th Street, Floor 12 
Sacramento, CA  95814-5511 
 
Paul Bartkiewicz 
Bartkiewicz, Kronick & Shanahan 
1011 22nd Street, Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA  95816-4907 
 
Joshua Horowitz 
Bartkiewicz, Kronick & Shanahan 
1011 22nd Street 
Sacramento, CA  95816-4907 
 
Randal S. Livingston 
Pacific Gas and Electric Company 
PO Box 770000 
San Francisco, CA  94177-0001 
 
Kevin Richard Colburn 
National Stewardship Director   
American Whitewater 
1035 Van Buren Street 
Missoula, MT  59802 
 
David & Caroline Appling 
16680 Cerro Vista Drive 
Morgan Hill, CA 95037-3905 
 
Leonard Beeman 
10431 Oak Ridge Ct. 
Coulterville, CA  95311-9727 
 
Fred Burnett 
Calaveras County Water District 
P.O. Box 846 
San Andreas, CA  95249-9002 
 
Michael McCarty 
Brickfield Burchette Ritts & Stone, PC 
800 17th Street NW, Suite 1100 
Washington, DC  20006 
 

Jim Crenshaw 
California Sport Fishing Alliance 
1248 East Oak Avenue, #D 
Woodland, CA  95776 
 
Stephan Volker 
Law Offices of Stephan C. Volker 
436 14th Street 
Oakland, CA  94612 
 
Joseph O Spano 
California Department of Health Services, 
Drinking Water Program 
31 E. Channel Street, Suite 270 
Stockton, CA  95202 
 
Michael W. Neville 
Deputy Attorney General 
California Dept. of Justice 
455 Golden Gate Avenue, Suite 11000 
San Francisco, CA  94102-7004 
 
Arocles Aguilar 
California Public Utilities Commission 
505 Van Ness Ave. 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3214 
 
Traci L. Bone 
California Public Utilities Commission 
505 Van Ness Avenue, 5th Floor 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3214 
 
Andrew Barnsdale 
California Public Utilities Commission 
505 Van Ness Ave. 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3214 
 
Peter V Allen 
California Public Utilities Commission 
505 Van Ness Ave., Room 5130 
San Francisco, CA  94102-3214 
 
Margaret J Kim 
California Resources Agency 
1416 9th Street, Suite 1311 
Sacramento, CA  95814-5509 
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Professor Choi 
7820 Preakness Lane 
Fairfax Station, VA  22039-3413 
 
Eric R Klinkner 
Assistant General Manager  
City of Pasadena Dept. of Water & Power 
150 S. Los Robles, Suite 200 
Pasadena, CA  91101 
 
James Pembroke 
Duncan, Weinberg, Genzer & Pembroke PC 
1615 M St., NW Suite 800 
Washington, DC  20036 
 
Roland D Pfeifer 
City of Santa Clara  
1500 Warburton Ave. 
Santa Clara, CA  95050-3713 
 
Steve Boyack 
County Administrator's Office 
2 S. Green Street 
Sonora, CA  95370-4618 
 
JoAnn Russell 
Vice President and General Counsel 
Duke Energy Trading and Marketing, L.L.C. 
5400 Westheimer Court, # 4G63 
Houston, TX  77056-5310 
 
Brian Ferrell 
17611 Mount Elizabeth Drive 
Sonora, CA  95370-9548 
 
Daniel F. Gallery 
1112 I Street, Suite 240 
Sacramento, CA  95814-2865 
 
Steven G. Lins 
City of Glendale 
613 E Broadway, Suite 220 
Glendale, CA  91206-4308 
 
Stu Heller 
19511 Michigan Drive 
Twain Harte, CA  95383 
 
Noah Hughes 
926 Stanford Ave. 
Modesto, CA  95350-5034 

Tamara C. Falor 
County of Humboldt 
825 5th Street 
Eureka, CA  95501-1153 
 
Norman Pedersen 
Hanna and Morton LLP 
444 South Flower Street, Suite 1500 
Los Angeles, CA  90071-2916 
 
Robert Pettinato 
Los Angeles Department of Water & Power 
111 North Hope Street, Room 1150 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
Alyce Lowry 
16757 Sallander Drive 
Sonora, CA  95370-9141 
 
Dick Lund 
P.O. Box 3453 
Sonora, CA  95370-3453 
 
Gregory Pohl 
Modesto Irrigation District 
P.O. Box 4060 
Modesto, CA  95352-4060 
 
Jeffrey Meith 
Meith, Soares & Sexton, LLP 
1681 Bird Street 
Oroville, CA  95965 
 
Robert McDiarmid 
Spiegel & McDiarmid LLP 
1875 Eye Street, N.W. Suite 700 
Washington, DC  20006 
 
Governor of California 
Office of the Governor of California 
State Capitol Building, Suite 1173 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
 
Stephan Volker 
Law Offices of Stephan C. Volker 
436 14th Street 
Oakland, CA  94612 
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Michael J. Gamerl 
Poker Flat Homeowner's Association 
796 Mother Shipton Road 
Copperopolis, CA  95228 
 
Sheldon Toso 
Poker Flat Homeowner's Association 
385 Poker Flat Road 
Copperopolis, CA  95228 
 
David Arthur 
Redding Electric Utility 
P.O. Box 496071 
Redding,CA  96049-6071 
 
Lon W. House 
Regional Council of Rural Counties 
4901 Flying C Road 
Cameron Park, CA  95682 
 
Dana S. Appling 
Sacramento Municipal Utility District 
6201 S Street 
Sacramento, CA  95817-1818 
 
Tom L. Sawyer 
16757 Sallander Drive 
Sonora, CA  95370-9141 
 
Michael Pretto 
Silicon Valley Power 
1500 Warburton Ave. 
Santa Clara, CA  95050-3713 
 
Raymond C. Camacho 
Assistant Director of Electric 
Silicon Valley Power 
1500 Warburton Ave. 
Santa Clara, CA  95050 
 
Michael Glaze 
General Manager 
South Feather Water & Power Agency 
2310 Oro-Quincy Highway 
Oroville, CA  95966 
 
Catherine Giovannoni 
Steptoe & Johnson LLP 
1330 Connecticut Ave., NW 
Washington, DC  20036 
 

Legal Department 
Southern California Edison Company 
2244 Walnut Grove Ave. 
Rosemead, CA  91770-3714 
 
John Whittaker 
Winston & Strawn LLP 
1700 K St. N.W. 
Washington, DC  20006-3817 
 
Kathleen M. Burnett 
Stanislaus National Forest 
USDA Forest Service 
1 Pinecrest Lake Road 
Pinecrest, CA  953649700 
 
Forest Supervisor 
Hydro Coordinator 
Stanislaus National Forest 
USDA Forest Service 
19777 Greenley Road 
Sonora, CA  95370-5909 
 
Jeanette Thomas 
Stockton-East Water District 
P.O. Box 5157 
Stockton,CA  95205 
 
Mike Gilluly 
19463 NE Redmond Road 
Redmond, WA  98053 
 
Ginger Armstrong 
P.O. Box 1056 
Twain Harte, CA  95383-1056 
 
County Administrator's Office 
2 S. Green Street 
Sonora, CA  95370-4618 
 
David Wynne 
Tuolumne County  
P.O. Box 353 
Columbia, CA  95310-0353 
 
Tribal Chairman 
P.O. Box 699 
Tuolumne, CA  95379-0699 
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Michael T. Brommer 
Turlock Irrigation District 
P.O. Box 949 
Turlock, CA  95381-0949 
 
Commander 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
San Francisco District Office 
1455 Market Street, #1760 
San Francisco, CA  94103 
 
Forest Supervisor 
Eldorado National Forest 
100 Forni Road 
Placerville, CA  95667-5310 
 
Forest Supervisor 
Lassen National Forest 
P.O. Box 220 
Fall River Mills, CA  96028-0220 
 
Forest Supervisor 
Plumas National Forest 
P.O. Box 11500 
Quincy, CA  95971-6025 
 
Forest Supervisor 
Tahoe National Forest 
Attn: FERC/Hydro Coordinator 
631 Coyote Street 
Nevada City, CA  95959-2250 
 
Erica Niebauer 
Office of Regional Solicitor 
U.S. Department of Interior 
2800 Cottage Way, W2605 
Sacramento, CA  95825 
 
Regional Environmental Officer 
U.S. Department of Interior 
333 Bush Street, Suite 515 
San Francisco, CA  94104 
 
Denis O'Halloran 
FERC Coordinator 
U.S. Department of Interior 
6000 J. Street, Placer Hall 
Sacramento, CA  95819 
 
 

Jennifer L. Frozena 
U.S. Department of Interior 
1849 C Street NW, Mailstop 6557 
Washington, DC  20240-0001 
 
John Bezdek 
U.S. Department of Interior 
1849 C Street 
Washington, DC  20240 
 
Martin Bauer 
U.S. Department of Interior 
Bureau of Reclamation 
3310 El Camino Ave, Suite 300 
Sacramento, CA  95821-6377 
 
Chris Watson 
Attorney-Advisor 
U.S. Department of Interior 
1849 C St, NW - MS 6513 
Washington, DC  20240 
 
Regional Director 
2800 Cottage Way, W-2606 
Sacramento, CA  95825-1846 
 
Kerry O'Hara 
Assistant Regional Solicitor 
U.S. Department of Interior 
2800 Cottage Way, Room E-1712 
Sacramento, CA  95825 
 
Field Supervisor 
2800 Cottage Way, W2605 
Sacramento, CA  95825 
 
Honorable Thomas M. McClintock 
U.S. House of Representatives 
508 Cannon HOB 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Kevin Mendik 
NPS Hydro Program Coordinator 
U.S. Department of Interior 
15 State Street, 10th floor 
Boston, MA  02109 
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Southern California Hydro 
U.S. National Park Service 
c/o BLM - CA State Office 
2800 Cottage Way, Suite W1834CA # 942 
Sacramento, CA  95825 
 
Alan Schmierer 
U.S. National Park Service 
333 Bush Street, Suite 500 
San Francisco, CA  94104-2828 
 
Senator Barbara Boxer 
U.S. Senate 
112 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
 
 
 


