


, ~~-01-2009 15:56 FROM:

Stale of COfifornia

'M e m or and u m

bate: June 1, 2009

To: Dorothy R. Rice, Executive Director
State Water Resources Control Board
1001 I Street
Sacramento, California 95814

;rrom: Department of waler Resouroes

TO: 9163415400

n. Resources Agonoy

. '. "r'

'; - -: ~J
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As a condition of State Water Resources Control Board (State Water eoard) Order
WR 2006-0006 (Order), the Department of Water Resources (Department) submits

" quarterly status reports on the progress of the South Delta Improvem~nts Program
(SDIP). This report provides the status for the period of March through May 2009.
This report also incorporates' the information requested in your May 7, 20091etler to
me and to John Herrick of the South Delta Water Agency (SDWA).

Our status report in February 2009 ackilOwledged that the schedule p(esented in the
November 2008 report for the construction and subsequent operation of the
permanent operable gates could not be met. Although Department s~ff continues to
proceed with SDIP as quickly as possible, we have previously indicated, as referenced
in your May 7, 2009 letter, that we will be unable to have the permane~t operable
gates installed by July 1, 2009 due to endangered species concerns and related
issues.

Our first notification to the Board that we could not meet the July 1, 2009 date was in
the May 2007 quarterly status report. In that report, we requested that the date for
installation of the gates be extended to July 2011. Subsequently, in th.e August 2007
report, the State Water Board was notified that the installation of the gates would be
further delayed to 2012 if the Operation Criteria and Plan (OCAP) biological opinions
were not received by September 2008. In the November 2007 status teport, the State
Water Board was advised that the OCAP biological opinions were estimated to be
received by December 2008.

SUbsequent reports indicated additional delays. In the February 2008 .status report,
the State Water Board was advised that the estimated completion of the OCAP
biological opinion from the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) was further
delayed and that the permanent operable gates could not be completed until
November 2012. The May, August, and November 2008 status reports all retained
the November 2012 gate completion date, but the February 2009 status report did not.
In February 2009, the Department advised the State Water Board that the NMFS was
requiring two years of predation studies at the temporary barriers prior to consulting on
the permanent operable gates, and that the previously reported schedule for the
completion of the gates was not obtainable. Further clarification from NMFS staff
indicates that three years of predation studies rather than two will be needed.








































