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6
1 PROCLAMA TION OF EXISTENCE OF A LOCAL ËMERGENCY

2 AND REQUEST FOR THE GOVERNOR TO PROCLAIM A STATE OF EMERGENCY

:; AND REQUEST FOR A PRESIDENTIAL DECLARATION

4 AND REQUEST FOR STATE AND Fi:OERALASSISTANCe

5 BY THE BOARO OF SUPERVISORS
6 COUNTY OF FRESNO, 5iATe OF CALIFORNIA

i
S IN THE MATrE:R OF THe)

9 2009 PROUQHT-RELA TED) RESOLUTION 09-134

10 UNEMPLQYM5NT..FOOD CRISI§)

11

12 WHEREAS, the agricultural communities in Fresno County produce more agncultural commodities

1:; than any oti~r county in the nation. Frêsno COl.nty ís the nation's breadbasket and thousands of

14 Fresno County resident worK tirelessly to feed tne nation and world, lronlcally, the people who

10 have l1i¡¡toric~Uy fed t: world currently find themselves In a situation wtere they can't feed

16 themselves; and

17

18 WHEREAS, on Ji,ne 6,2008, the Fresno County Boård of Supervisors proclaimed a local

19 emergèncy dUe to drought conditìons and water derivery restrictions in Fresno Count whích

20 commeneed on May 29, 2008. This "2008 Drought Conditions" local emergency has been

21 continued by the Board of Supeivisors sinea that time; and

22

23 WHER.EAS, statewide rainfall was well bélow nannal in 20071 2008 and the beginning of 2009.

24 From July 1, 2007 to June 30, 200St the total water year precipitation was 8.4 inches, 2.B3 Inches

25 below the normal value of 11.23 inChes for a nonnal water year for Presno Coi.nty, From July 1,

26 2008 through April 1. 2009~ rainfall has been at 6,39 Inches, which is 3,51 inches below normai;

27 and28 - 1 .
APR-14-2009 01:32PM From: ID:WC Page: 002 R=100%



H~K-i4-~~~~ 11: 4G FRE5r..o cOUt-.TY 5S9.iee1830 P,03

1

2 WHËREAS, surface water allocations have been reduced to zero percent to Westlands Water

3 District, the maín water provider for weslarn Fresno County. These water reduetions have oaused

4 Fresno County farmers to fallow thousands of aores of crop land. Westlands Water District report

5 250,000 acres wil not be farmed in 2009 due to a lack of water; and

6

7 WHEREAS, the drought has created an eoonomic crIsis In Fresno County's agrIcultural

8 communitíes. Thousands of people who once relied on employment in the agricunural sector are

9 now unemployed and struggling to meet theír most basic neSd$, such as providing food for thêir

10 family. Businesses located In thS:!ê oommLmities are closing their doors because of a severely

11 diminished customer base; and

12

13 WHEREAS, in these agricultural communities the drought has caused a dramatic increase to' are.

14 unemployment The February 2009 unemployment rates rose substantially over 2008averagesín I

many communities. For instance, the City of Mendota rose from 29.1% to 40.5%: the City.ofHi.ron I

from 26.4% to 37.2%; the City of San Joaquin from 25.8 % to 2E9.5%; the Cit of Firebaugh 18,7% ¡

to 27.5%; and the City of Kennan from 13.5% to 20.6%; The hIgh levels of unemployment have

15

16

17

18 caused signrtcant hardship on familes' abilty to purchase adequate food and other neces¡sities;

19 and

20

21 WHEREAS, the demand on the local Community Food 8ank continues to increase, wherein, they

22 have provided food to residents on multiple occaslonsr only to run short each time. Thousands of

23 people have been turned away during giveaways as supplies are not ample enough to meet the

24 local need. During the Community Food Bank's most recent neighborhood market distribution in

25 the City of Mendota on February B, 20091 3,248 people were served. Eight-two percent of those

26 households represented indicated they were affectiad by the drought. The Community Pood Bank's

27

28 .2.
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neighborliood market distribution in the City of Fowler on March 21. 2009, served 2,269 people.

Eighty-eight percent of hOuse no Ids represented indicated they were affected by the drought; and

WHEReAS, food banks are not designed to manage or distribute large volumes of food during

emergency situations; and

WHEREAS, fanners and farm workers are not the only residents afcted by drought related

unemployment. Packing house workers, truck drivers, business owners, retail workers and many

more are also Impacted as a result of the drought. The livelihood of Fresno County depends on the

success of agricufture; and

WHËR.EAS, local resources are Inadequate to cope with the effects of said emergency l!nd the

combined forces of other political subdivIsions of the State are required to assist the County to

combat the effects ohard emergency.

NOW THEREFORE, IT is HEREBY PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED by the Board of Supervisors

of the County of Fresno, State of California, in aocordance with state law, that a local emergency

does exist throughout said County.

IT IS FURTHER PROCLAIMEO AND ORDERED that a copy of this resolution bE! forwarded to tliæ

Governor of Calrfornía confirming the request by the 60ard of 8upervìsors that the Governor

procla;m the County of Fresno to be in a state of emargency due to drought-related unemployment;

and that the Govemor request a Presidential Declaration; and further that the Governor request

any and all State and Federal food assistance and other resources to provide relief to those

impacted by drought.r~lated unemployment; and

- ~ "
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1 IT IS FURTHER PROCLAIMED AND ORDERED that duríng the exJstence of said loca! emergency

2 the powers, fundions, and duties for the emergency organitation of this County shall be those

3 prescribed by state law. ordinances and resolutions of this County, and by the County of Fresno

4 Operational Area Master Emergency Services Plan, as approved by the Board of Supervisors on

5 May 19, 1998; and

6
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IT J8 FURTHER PROCLAIMi:O AND ORDERI:D that said local emergency shall be deemed to

continue to exist until its termination is proclaimed by the 80ard of Supervsors ofthe COi.nty of

Fresno, State of California; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that a copy of this proclamation be forwarded to the state Acting

Secretary of the California Emergency Managemi::mt Agancy; and

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that John Navarrtte. County Administrative Officer, as the

Emergency Services Director ìs designated a$ the local HaiStd Mitigation Coordinator of the

County of Fresno for the purpose of assessing loss within said County and consulting with fèderal

or state survey teams abQut hazard mitigation actions; and

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that John Navarrette, County Administrative Officer, as the

Emergency Services Director and Vicki Crow, Auditor-Contn::illertrl'easurer-Îax Coliectorfare.

hereby designated as the authorized repressntatives for dísastt:r assistance 01 thi; Countyoi

Fresno for the purpose of receipt, prooessing, and coordination of :all inquiries and requirements

neci;ssary to obtain avaìlable state and federal assistance.

-4-
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THE FOREGOING was passed and adopted by the following vote of thl! Soard of

Supervísors of the CCiJnty of Fresno this 14th day of April, 2009, to-wit

AYES: Supervisors Larson, Perea, Case, Poòchigian, Anderson

Noes; None

ABSENT; None

~1ì~
CHAIRMAN, Board of Supervisors

ATIEST;

BEHNICE E SEIDEL

Clerk, Board of Supervisors

19 Deputy

20
AGENDA#: 6

21 RESOLUTION NO. 09-134

22

23

24

25
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