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United States Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
LAHONTAN BASIN PROJEUTY OFFICE

P, Q. BOX 840
CARGGN GITY, NEVADA 8870k

N REPLY
REFER Téh

20700 0CT 11 1991

WIR-4,00

Don Casazeza, Fresident

Washoa County Water Congervatlon Distrist
275 Hi1l Btrest » Room 230

Rero, Nevada 89301

Subject: Washoe County Water Conzervation Distzrict (Distriet) Agreoments to
Store Non-Project Weter in Boes Reservolr
{Water Storage)

Deay Don:

A latter from the District dated May 10, 1990 requested our review of
agreements the District had entered inte with tha $ierwva Paciflic Power Company
(5PPG) for the storage of Indepandence Leke or Dommer Lakes water in Boca
Reservolt., The Bureau of Reclamatlon (Reclamation) bas complated a veview of
these agresments and has determined them to ba in violation of publie law,
specifically, the Warren Act of February 21, 1911 (Warren Ast).

The Warven Aot allows the use of surplus capscity In Federal reserveirs for
water that will be used for Lrrigation purpeses. Independence Lake water wasn
impounded under & license For munlcipal and pover purposes and the water
transferred to Boca Reservodr waz $5ill under the contrel of the SPRC,
Therefors, at the time the sgreements were signed, Reclamatlon could not
approve or bacome & party to them,

We would alss like o call to your attention the enclosed letter to the
District dated June 25, 1958 wherein Reclamation motified the pletrict that
»title to Boca Dam snd Reservolr 1s in the United States and the Slerra
Pacific Power Company cam-obtaln rights to uye Boda Reservolr ouly 1f the
United States is a party to agreements for such use.”

Any privately owned water curtently stared in Boca Reservolr should be removed
unless it 1z water storxed in accordance with the Truckaee River Agragment,

Future agreements of this type may ba possible unday Publle Law 101-618,
recently enacted to "authorize modificatioens to the purpeses and operation of
sortain Federal Reclamation projsct facilitles to provide bemeflits to fish and
wildlife, municipal, Industrisl, and lrrigation users, and recreatlon" and
also, to "provide £or the equitsble apportionment of the Truckee River, Carson
River, and Lake Tahoa between the State of Oslifornia and the State of
Novada®. The substance of any agreement would have fto be consldered equitable
by the signstories to the Truckee River Operating Agreement, and be negotiated
through the same forum that is eurrently being undextaken to addresyg changes
being contemplated for project facllitles,
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If you wish to pursue this matter further, please fesl free to call me at 882-
3436,
Sincezaly.

Edward j Soiboa. Jr.
Project Manager

Enclopure
ge:  Phllip G, Seges, Blerra Paclfic Powet Company

Garry Btone, Federal Water Mastey
Lymat MoGommnell, Truskee Carson Irzigatlon Distriet
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