11/18/09 Board Workshop
Russian River Frost Protection
Deadline: 11/10/09 by 12 noon
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RE:  Letter of Support for the Program of Conservation Actions, Monitoring and
Transparency developed by the Upper Russian River Stewardship Alliance to Prevent

- the Take of Listed and Endangered Fish Species
B ‘Dedr-Chair Hoppin and Members of the Boatd:

1 am writing to express the unanimous and strong support of the Mendocing County Board of

. ‘Supervisars for the comprehensive program of conservation actions, monitoring and transparency
 developed by the Uppet Russian River Stewardship Alliance (URSA) o prevent the take of listed anck
endangered fish species in the upper Russian River. We believe URSA has. suctessfully identified
both short and long term: strategies and_implementation measutes that successfully addvess the

alleged taleof listed species that eccurred in Mendocino County in April 2008,

Mendecino County and our titizens have suffered from the negative impacts associated ‘with the
decline of listed species and we would not endorse & program that would further impair these species
or their habitat. To the contrary, we. support all reasonable efforts ro provect and restore omr -
dindling fishéries resources which help define our identity as a resource hased economy and eulture.

We believe the URSA organizations should be commended for developing and implementing a
comprehensive program of conservation actions {new gauge relemetric meters, frost ‘pumping
‘protocol, Best. Management Practices for frost water protection, enhanced forecasting) that have
greatly enhanced demand monitoring and coordination and successfully prevented a reoccurrence of
the alleged take of April 2008. The hard work and- dedication of key members of URSA ledtoa

significant reduction and Hattening of the demand and a Corresponding dramiatic decrease in
reduerions n stream flows. : :
URSA has also identified long term strategies to. permanently reduce or offset the instantaneous

demand for direct diversion. URSA has secured significant funding for construction of ponds for -
offstream storage, and is pursuing rhe use of recycled water for fillingand refilling ponds,
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Thanks to URSA, the alleged tike in:April 2008 in Mendocine County has been acatalyst that hasled

to the adoption of protocols that will prevent further rake, resalt in long verm bensficial changes in- -

‘water management, as well as increased knowledge through the monivoring of selected wriburaries.
'URSA's actions last spring contributed. significantly toward the overall objective of conserving
resexvoir storage-and achieving the 30 percent water cotiservation requirement imposed by the Board's
order (WR 2009-0034-EXEC), fssued on May 28, 2009,

The actions of URSA and more specifically, the improved scheduling of reservoir teleases, benefi the
“citizens of Mendocino County as well as all other usets of the Lake Mendocino supply in Sonoma and
Marin counties. Accordingly, we urge the Board to- rake whatever actiohs it can to suppors ard
compliment the activities of URSA. ' S

Weare not awaie of any studies thar assert thar water diversion for frost protection has contributed
to the decline of listed species in'the upper Russtan River. We helieve the alleged take of April 2008
was an isolated. occurrence in fesponse to. extreme condirions: Tronically, through. the enhanced
‘protocols and monitoring, Tt is possible chat this event will have a-significant Jong term net besefit for
the recovery of listed species, : ‘

We believe: that a fair examination of the record before you will offer conclusive proof that'the URSA
metnber organizations and their members have successhully implemented conservation measares that
have solved the short term problem and that they are well on their way to implementation of long
term solutions that will have lasting beneficial effects, -

Ehercfore, it is not apprepriate to consider additional restrictions or prohibitions.on the use of water
diversion for frost proteetion. In conclusion, we helieve the appropriate course of action is to endorse
the measures already identified and finplemented by URSA. If any regulatory action is warranted, it
should be to siniply direct URSA to stay the course they are on. ' -

- Thank you for your mﬁmdmﬁon of these comments.

j‘.o-ﬁni?inehe&. Chair
Mendocino County Board of Supervisors




