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NOTICE OF UNAVAILABILITY OF WATER AND IMMEDIATE CURTAILMENT FOR THOSE 
DIVERTING WATER IN THE SACRAMENTO AND SAN JOAQUIN RIVER WATERSHEDS 
WITH A POST-1914 APPROPRIATIVE RIGHT 

On January 17, 2014, Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr. proclaimed a State of Emergency 
(Proclamation) to address the record dry conditions around the State. On the same day, as 
directed by the Proclamation, the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) 
issued a statewide notice of water shortages and potential for future curtailment of water right 
diversions. · 

Curtailment of Post-1914 Water Rights: 
Based upon the most recent reservoir storage and inflow projections, along with forecasts for 
future precipitation events, the State Water Board has determined that the existing water supply 
in the Sacramento and San Joaquin River watersheds is insufficient to meet the needs of all 
water rights holders. With this notice. the State Water Board is notifying all holders of post~ 1914 
appropriative water rights within the Sacramento and San Joaquin River watersheds of the 
need to immediately stop diverting under their post-1914 water rights, with the exceptions 
discussed below. This condition of curtailment will continue until water conditions improve. 
Even if there is water physically available at your point of diversion, that water is necessary to 
meet senior water right holders' needs or is water released from storage that you are not 
entitled to divert. If precipitation occurs in the following weeks or months, you should not 
commence diversion before being notified by the State Water Board that water is legally 
available for diversion under your priority of right. 

Permission to initiate diversions during or following significant rainfall events may be posted at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/drought/index.shtml#notices. You 
can get immediate email updates from the State Water Board about these notices by 
subscribing to "Drought Updates" at: http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/email __ subscriptions/ 

Compliance Certification Required: 
Curtailed post-1914 diverters are required to document receipt of this notice by completing an 
online Curtailment Certification Form (Form) within seven days. The Form confirms cessation of 
diversion under the specific post-1914 water right, and, if applicable, identifies the alternate 
water supply to be used in lieu of the curtailed water right. Completion of the Form and 
identification of alternate rights can avoid unnecessary enforcement proceedings. 
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