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City of Santa Barbara Water

Water & Wastewater Rates

City of Santa Barbara
Rates for Water and Sewer Service

Effective on bills dated on or after July 1, 2007
Resolution No. 07-052

Customer 
Class

Water Service Rates
Water is measured in units of one hundred 

cubic feet (hcf). One hcf equals 748 gallons. 
Allotments are monthly, except as indicated. 
See table below for monthly service charges, 

which are based on meter size and are in 
addition to metered water charges.

Sewer Service Rates
Non-residential 

accounts are subject to 
a minimum monthly 
charge by meter size 
as shown in the table 

below.

Single Family
Residential

First 4 hcf @ $2.65
Next 16 hcf @ $4.44
All other @ $4.68

$10.91 per month; 
plus $1.89 per hcf up 
to 10 hcf

Multi-Family
Residential,
1-4 dwelling 
units

First 4 hcf per dwelling unit @ $2.65
Next 8 hcf per dwelling @ $4.44
All other @ $4.68

$10.91 per month per 
dwelling unit; plus 
$1.89 per hcf up to 8 
hcf per dwelling unit
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Multifamily
Residential,
5+ dwelling units

First 4 hcf per dwelling unit @ $2.65
Next 8 hcf per dwelling @ $4.44
All other @ $4.68

$10.91 per month per 
dwelling unit; plus 
$1.89 per hcf up to 7 
hcf per dwelling unit

Commercial 100% of base allotment @ $4.44
All other @ $4.68

$2.15 per hcf; subject 
to minimum charge 
based on meter size 
(see below)

High Strength 
Commercial & 
Industrial

100% of base allotment @ $4.44
All other @ $4.68

$2.60 per hcf; subject 
to minimum charge 
based on meter size 
(see below)

Irrigation,
Residential 

Billed as if used through associated residential 
meter(s); OR
Annual allotment* of 654 hcf/acre @ $4.44, 
with all other @ $4.68

Not applicable

Irrigation,
Recreation/
Parks/
Schools 

Annual allotment* of 1,404 hcf/acre @ $2.09
Next 240 hcf/acre/year @ $4.44
All other @ $4.68

Not applicable

Irrigation,
Commercial 

100% of base allotment @ $4.44
All other @ $4.68

Not applicable

Irrigation,
Agriculture

Annual allotment* of 870 hcf/acre @ $1.51 
Next 240 hcf/acre/year @ $4.44
All other @ $4.68

Not applicable

Recycled
Water

All usage @ $1.68/hcf
Charges based on type 
of use. Not applicable 
for irrigation.
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Outside
City
Limits

130% of corresponding in-City rates

Same as in-City rates, 
except that residential 
accounts not receiving 
City water are charged 
at maximum rate.

* Annualized irrigation allotments run from July through June.  The new allotment is
available for water billed on the July water bill.  Unused allotments are not carried forward
to the following year.

Monthly Service Charges for Water Meters By Size

5/8" 3/4" 1" 1.5" 2" 3" 4" 6" 8" 10"

$11.16 $16.76 $27.91 $55.82 $89.32 $178.64 $279.12 $558.24 $893.18 $1,283.95

 Minimum Monthly Sewer Charges by Meter Size
for Nonresidential Customers

Meter Size: Commercial High Strength 
Commercial/Industrial

5/8" $20.51 $25.57 

¾" $30.76 $38.34

1" $35.78 $44.80

1.5" $61.42 $76.95 

2" $102.41 $127.96
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3" $204.73 $255.87

4" $255.53 $319.93 

6" $511.81 $639.75

8" $895.69 $1,119.54 

10" $1,407.52 $1,759.39

City Water and Sewer Fees for Connection
of a Typical Single-Family Residence*

Water Connection 
(Includes everything up to, and including, the meter at the road edge):

1" service connection, with 5/8" meter: $1,897.00

Water buy-in fee, per new single-family residence: $2,805.00

Total:  $4,702.00

Sewer Connection
(Includes only the tap to the City sewer main. Trenching, lateral installation, backfill, and 

repaving are done by owner's private contractor) 

4" sewer line tap: $   575.00

Trench inspection fee: $   290.70
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Sewer buy-in fee, per new single-family residence:** $2,240.00

Total:  $3,105.70

* Assumes that extension of the City main line is not required.
**  Through June 30, 2009, the sewer buy-in fee is reduced by 50% for conversions from

septic tank to City sewer. 
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