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Statewide Drought Update 
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California’s Drought 

• Governor Declared Drought Emergency 
• 2014  - Third dry water year statewide  
• 2014 - Warmest year on record 
• 2012-2014 - Driest 3 years on record 
• January 2015 – Driest in most areas 
• 2015  - Warmer and dry  
• Statewide storage below average  
• Groundwater basins continue to be depleted  
• Local conditions are degrading 
• High level of local, State and federal coordination 
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Statewide Drought Conditions 

Exceptional  40% 
Extreme        67% 
37 Million People 

United States Drought Monitor  
February 10, 2015 

Local Emergencies Declared 
• 25 Counties 
• 13 Cities 
•   9 Tribal Reservations 
• 13 Special Districts 

County & Tribal Drought  
   Task Force 
• 30 Counties 
•   3 Tribes 

Official State of Emergency 
Declared on  

January 17, 2014 
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Snow Water Equivalents  
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24% 

21% 

Statewide  
22% 

Normal to Date 
 

17% 
April 1 Average 



Summary By Section 

Section    2/17/2015 2/17/2014 

NORTH Number of Stations Reporting 29 27 

Average snow water equivalent 4" 3.4” 

Percent of April 1 Average 16% 12% 
Percent of normal for this date 20% 15% 

CENTRAL Number of Stations Reporting 44 44 

Average snow water equivalent 6" 7.8” 

Percent of April 1 Average 19% 26% 
Percent of normal for this date 24% 33% 

SOUTH Number of Stations Reporting 29 33 

Average snow water equivalent 4" 4.8” 

Percent of April 1 Average 16% 19% 
Percent of normal for this date 21% 25% 

  

STATEWIDE Statewide Average SWEQ 5" 5.7” 

Statewide Percent of April 1 17% 20% 
Statewide Percent of Normal 22% 26% 

Comparison of Snow Water Equivalents (inches)  
2014 vs 2015 
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Overview of Current Conditions 



D R O U G H T  P R E P A R E D N E S S  &  R E S P O N S E  

http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/products/PLOT_ESI.pdf
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http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/products/PLOT_FSI.pdf
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http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/products/PLOT_TSI.pdf
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% Cap % Avg 

Trinity 45 63 
Shasta 55 78 
Oroville 47 70 
Folsom 56 103 
New Melones 25 42 

San Luis 60 73 
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http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/products/shares.pdf
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http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/products/orores.pdf
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http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/products/folres.pdf
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http://cdec.water.ca.gov/cgi-progs/products/snlres.pdf
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Temporary Urgency Change 
Petition 
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 Water Year  Types 
 

Critical 

Dry 
 

Below 

Above 

Wet 
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39% 

70% 

90% 

65% 

90% 

100% 

65% 

35% 

40% 

50% 

80% 

65% 

35% 

5% 

15%  

1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

SWP Allocation by Year Type 

9 year average 43% 

8 out of the past 9 years will have been below normal or drier 



D R O U G H T  P R E P A R E D N E S S  &  R E S P O N S E  



D R O U G H T  P R E P A R E D N E S S  &  R E S P O N S E  

Purposes of January 23 TUCP 

1) Conserve Upstream Storage 

2) Manage Delta Salinity 

3) Lessen Economic Losses 
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Specifics of January 23rd TUCP 

• Item 1:  NDOI – 4000 cfs 

• Item 2:  SJR Flow – 500 cfs 

• Item 3:  DCC Gate – Conditional Openning 

• Item 4:  Export of Natural or Abandoned Flow  
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Export of Natural and Abandoned Flows 
 

* Exports Subject to More Protective OMR under BiOps 

E/I OMR* E/I OMR*
>7100 cfs 45% -5000 cfs 35% -5000 cfs

Intermediate Step 20% - 35% -3200 cfs 20% - 35% -3200 cfs

February March

Fishery Protections

• > NDOI 7100 cfs (Approved TUCP 2014 and 2015) 
• 5500 cfs > NDOI > 7100 cfs (Proposed TUCP 2015) 
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Periods of  
Elevated Salinities 
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2014 Review 
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Conserved Water Under 2014 TUCP Order 
(SWP & CVP) 
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D R O U G H T  P R E P A R E D N E S S  &  R E S P O N S E  Release Ranges from April 2014 DOP 
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Thank You 

The Governor asked all Californians to reduce 
water consumption by 20 percent and referred 
residents and water agencies to the Save Our 

Water campaign -- www.saveourh20.org 
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