
February 13, 2015 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
Felicia Marcus 
Board Chair 
State Water Resources Control Board 
1001 “I” Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re: Objections to Order Approving In Part And Denying In Part A Petition For Temporary 
Urgency Changes To License And Permit Terms And Conditions Requiring Compliance 
With Delta Water Quality Objectives In Response To Drought Conditions (In the Matter of 
Specified License and Permits of the Department of Water Resources and U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation for the State Water Project and Central Valley Project). 
 
 
We, the undersigned Allied Growers, along with industry and local leaders, are writing to express our 
deep disappointment with the decision of your Executive Director, Tom Howard, to deny the 
intermediate pumping provision included in the recent Temporary Urgency Petition put forth by the 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and the California Department of Water Resources. The TUCP is a 
balanced proposal by the operational agencies in conjunction with the Federal and State Fish 
Agencies to provide operational flexibility that is crucial as we enter a 4th year of drought. 
Collaboration is needed during this difficult time and through a collaborative process the TUCP was 
drafted. The SWRCB should have accepted the entire TUCP as written since it has the support of 
both the Fish Agencies and the state and federal operators of our water system. Mr. Howard’s 
singular action is inexcusable and must be reversed. 
 
Communities and farms have suffered greatly during this prolonged drought and every gallon of 
water is critical. To delay the implementation of a modest modification to the pumping of water is 
unconscionable, especially since the TUCP considered ramifications to both fish species and human 
need. Clearly Mr. Howard considers the “potential” jeopardy to fish to be more important than the 
“actual” jeopardy to human beings. Mr. Howard did not back up his decision with appropriate 
scientific facts or opinions and his decision is in direct conflict with the biologists who helped draft 
the TUCP. His actions are inexcusable and need to be reversed as soon as possible. 
 
In light of the operational and biological expertise provided by the Department of Water Resources, 
Bureau of Reclamation and the Wildlife Agencies, we respectfully request that the State Board 
reverse its decision denying this critical portion of the TUCP to allow additional water to move 
through the Delta to the millions of residents and acres of farmland that are dependent on these 
water supplies.   
  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 



Chase Hurley 
Manager—San Luis Canal Company 

Jon Reiter 
CEO—Maricopa Orchards 

Kristen De Groot 
Owner—Farm Fresh Bowls 

Aaron Barcellos 
Partner - A-Bar Ag Enterprises 

Buddy Mendes 
Fresno County Supervisor—District 4 

Deborah A. Poochigian  

Fresno County Board of Supervisors  



John Harris 
Owner — Harris Ranch 
 

Erik Hansen 
Partner—Hansen Ranches 

Chairman—California Water Alliance 

Mark Borba 
Owner—Borba Farms 



Frank Coelho 
Owner—Casaca Vineyard 

 

Pete Vander Poel 
Tulare County Supervisor, District 2 

Kevin Severins 

Chairman - California Citrus Mutual 

Ross Borba 

Craig Shannon 

Owner - CPS Farms 

John L. Woolf II 

Woolf Farming and Processing 

Andreas Borgeas 
Fresno County Supervisor, District 2 

William T Stone 

President - Stone Land Company

Tony Azevedo 

President of Blair Helicopter Service Inc.  

Terry Amaro 

Vice President - Borba Farms 

Mark Shannon 

Owner - Mark Shannon Farms 



February 13,2015 

VIA EMAIL 

Felicia Marcus 
Board Chair 
State Water Resources Control Board 
1 001 "I" Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: Objections to O.tdet Approving In Part And Denying In Part A Petition For Temporary 
Urgency Changes To License Attd Permit Terms Attd Conditions Requiring Compliance 
With Delta Water Quality Objectives In Response To Drought Conditions (In the Matter of 
Specified License and Permits of the Department of Water Resources and U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation for the State Wate.t Project and Central Valley Project). 

We, the undersigned Allied Growers, along with industry and local leaders, ate writing to express our 
deep disappointment with the decision ofT om Howard to deny the intermediate pumping provision 
put forth in the recent Tempotary Urgency Petition put forth by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
and the California Department of Wate.c Resources. The TUCP is a balanced proposal by the 
operational agencies in conjunction with the Federal and State Fish Agencies to provide opetational 
flexibility that is crucial as we enter a 4th year of drought. Collaboration is needed during this difficult 
time and through a collabotative process the TUCP was dJ:afted. The SWRCB should have accepted 
the entire TUCP as w.tinen since it has the support of both the Fish Agencies and the state and 
federal operators of our water system. Mr. Howard's singular actio~ is inexcusable and must be 
reversed. 

Communities and f~rms have suffered greatly during this prolonged drought and every gallon of 
water is critical. To delay the implementation of a modest modification to the pumping of water is 
unconscionable, especially since the TUCP conside.ced ramifications to both fish species and human 
need. Clearly Mr. Howard considers the "potential" jeopardy to fish to be more important than the 
"actual" jeopardy to human beings. Mr. Howard did not back up his decision with appropriate 
scientific facts or opinions and his decision is in direct conflict with the biologists who helped draft 
the TUCP. His actions are ine:>::cusable and need robe reversed as soon as possible. 

In light of the operational and biological expettise provided by the Depat:tment of Water Resources, 
Bureau of Reclamation and the Wildlife Agencies, we respectfully request that the State Boa:td 
reverse its decision denying this critical portion of the TUCP to allow additional water to tnove 
through the Delta to the tnillions of residents and acres of fa:onland that are dependent on these 
water supplies. 

%~d~~ 
Mark Tunnon, Owner 
Siena Valley Hulling, LLC 



February 13, 2015 

VIA EMAIL 

Felicia Marcus 
Board Chair 
State Water Resources Control Board 
1001 "I" Street 
Sacramento, CA 95 814 

Re: Objections to Order Approving In Part And Denying In Part A Petition For Tempora.y 
Urgency Changes To License And Permit Terms And Conditions Requiring Compliance 
With Delta Water Quality Objectives In Response To Drought Conditions (Itl the Matter of 
Specified License and Permits ofthe Department of Water Resoutces and U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation for the State Water Project and Central Valley Project). · 

We, the undersigned Allied Growers. along with industry and local leaders, are writing to express our 
deep disappointment with the decision ofT om Howard to deny the intermediate pumping provision 
put fo.tth in the .recent Tetnpo.tat:y Urgency Petition put forth by the U.S. Bureau ofReda.tnation 
and the California. Department of Water Resources. The TUCP is a balanced p:t:oposal by the 
operational agencies in conjunction with the Federal and State Fish Agencies to provide operational 
flexibility that is crucial as we enter a 4 .... year of drought. Collaboration is needed' during this difficult 
time and through~ collaborative process the TUCP was d:tafted. The SWRCB should have accepted 
the entire TUCP as written since it has the support of both the Fish Agencies and the state and 
federal operators of our wateJ: system. Mr. Howard's singular action is inexcusable and must be 
reversed. 

Communities and farms have suffered gteatly duting this ptolonged drought and every gallon of 
water is critical. To delay the impletnentation of a tnodest tnodi6.cation to the pumping ofwate.t is 
unconscionable, especially since the TUCP considered tatnifications.to both fish species and hu:tnan 
need. Clearly Mr. Howard considers the "potencial" jeopardy to fish to be more important than the 
«acru.al" feopardy to hutnan beings. M.r. Howard did not back up his decision with appropriate 
scientific facts o:t opinions and his decision is in ditect conflict with the biologists who helped drafr 
the TUCP. His actions are inexcusable and need to be reversed as soon as possible. 

In light of the operational and biological expettise provided by the Department of Water Resources, 
Bureau of Reclatnation and the Wildlife Agencies, we respectfully request that the State Board 
reverse its decision denying this critical portion of the TOCP to allow additional wate:t to move 
through the Delta to the millions of residents and acres of farmland that are dependent on these 
watet supplies. 

Sincerely, 

11!d~ r&t~t7Yt--
Ma.rk Tu.rtnon, Ownet 
Sietta Valley Almonds. LLC 



February 13, 2015 

VlAEMAIL 

Felicia Marcus 
Board Chair 
State Water Resources Control Board 
1001 "r' Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: Objections to Order Approving In Patt And Denying In Part A Petition Fo~: Temporary 
Urgency Changes To License And Permit Terms And Conditions Requiring Compliance 
With Delta Water Quality Objectives In Response To Dr:ought Condidons (ln the Matter of 
Specified License and Permits of the Department of Water Resources and U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation for the State Water Project and Central Valley Project). 

We, the undersigned Allied Growers, along with indusuy and local leaders, are writing to express our 
deep disappointment with the decision ofT om Howard to deny the intermediate pumping provision 
put forth in the recent Temporaty Urgency Petition put forth by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
and the CalifoJ:nia Depaxtment of Water Resources. The TUCP is a balanced ptoposal by the 
operational agencies in conjunction with the Federal and State Fish Agencies to provide operational 
flexibility that is crucial as we enter a 4th year of drought. Collaboration is needed during this difficult 
time and through a. collahorati'\l'e process the ~rUCP was drafted. The SWRCB should have accepted 
the entire TUCP as written since it has the support of both the Fish Agencies and the state and 
federal operators of our water system. Mt. Howard's singular action is inexcusable and must be 
reversed. 

Communities and far.tns have suffe.ted greatly during this prolonged drought and every gallon of 
water is critical. To delay the implementation of a modest modification to the pumping of water is 
unconscion~ble, especially since the TUCP considered ramifications to both fish species and huroan 
need. Clearly Mr. Howard considers the "potential" jeopardy to fish to be more important than the 
"actual'' jeopardy to human beings. Mr. Howard did not back up his decision with appropriate 
scien~fic facts or opinions and his decision is in direct conflict with the biologists who helped dtaft 
the TUCP. His actions ate inexcusable and need to be reversed as soon as possible. 

In light of the operational and biological expertise provided by the Department of Water Resources, 
Bureau of Reclamation and the Wildlife Agencies, we :r:espectfully request that the State Board 
reverse its decision denying this critical portion of the TUCP to allow additional water to move 
through tb.e Delta to the millions of residents and acres of farmland that are dependent on these 
water supplies. 

Sincerely, 

71~~od~Uklt~JJ?1--
Mark Tu:r:mon, Owner 
Friedenbach/Tunn.on Farms 



February 13~ 2015 

VIAEMAlL 

Felicia Marcus 
Board Chair 
State Water Resources Control Board 
1 001 "P' Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: Objections to Order Approving In Pan And Denying In Part A Petition For Tem.poraty 
Urgency Changes To License And Permit Terms And Conditions Requiring Compliance 
With Delta Water Quality Objectives In Response To Drought Conditions (In the Matter of 
Specified License and Permits ofthe Deparnnent of Water Resources and U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation for the State Water Project and Central Valley Project). 

We, the undersigned Allied Growers, along with industry and loca.llea.ders, are writing to express our 
deep disappointment with the decision of Tom Howard to deny the intermediate pumping provision 
put forth in the recent Temporary Urgency Petition put forth by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
and the California Department of Water Resources. The TUCP is a balanced proposal by the 
operational agencies in conjunction with the Federal and State Fish Agencies to provide operational 
flexibilicy that is crucial as we enter a 4~~> year of drought. Collaboration is needed during this difficult 
time and through a collaborative process the TUCP was drafted. The SWRCB should have accepted 
the entire TUCP as written since it has the support of both the Fish Agencies and the state and 
federal operators of our water system. Mr. Howard's singular action is inexcusable and must be 
reversed. 

Communities and farms have suffered gready during this prolonged drought and every gallon of 
water is critical. To delay the implementation of a modest modification to the pumping of water is 
unconscionable, especially since the TUCP considered ramifications to both fish species and human 
need. Clea.rly Mr. Howard considers the "potential" jeopardy to fish to be more important than the 
<~acrual" jeopardy to human beings. Mr. Howard did not back up his decision with appropriate 
scientific facts or opinions and his decision is in direct conflict with the biologists who helped draft 
the TUCP. His actions are inexcusable and need to be reversed as soon as possible. 

In light of the operational and biological expertise provided by the Depa:rtment of Water Resources, 
Bureau of Reclamation and the Wildlife Agencies, we respectfully request that the State Board 
reverse its decision denying this critical portion of the TUCP to allow additional watet to move 
through the Delta to the tnillions of residents and acres of farmland that are dependenr on these 
water supplies. 



February 13, 2015 

VlAEMAIL 

Felicia Marcus 
Board Chair 
State Water Resources Control Board 
I 001 "I" Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: Objections to Order Approving In Part And Denyit~g lil Part A Petition For Temporary 
Urgency Changes To License And Permit Temis And Conditio1:1s Requiri1:1g Compliance 
With Delta \'Vate.t Quality Objectives In Response To Drought Conditions (In the Matter of 
Specified License and Permits of the Department of Water Resou~:ces and U.S. Butea:u of 
Reclamation for the State Water Pxoject and Ceuttal Valley Project). 

We, the undersigned Allied G.towers, along with indust::t:y and local leaders, are wtiting to express our 
deep disappointment \".rith the decision of Tom Howard to deny the intermediate pum.ping provision 
put forth in the recent Ternpor-.uy Urgency Petition put forth by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
and the California Department of Water Resoutces. The TUCP is a balanced proposal by the 
opetati011al agencies in conjunction with the Federal and State Fish Agencies to ptovide opetational 
flexibility that is c.1:ucial as we enter a 4ih year of drought. Collaboration is needed du:ting this difficult 
tin1e and thwugh a collabo:tative process the TUCP was d1-afted. The SWRCB should have accepted 
the entite TUCP as written since it has the suppo:tt of both the Fish Agencies and d1e state and 
federal operators of our watet system. M.1:. Howatd's singular action is inexcusable and must be 
teversed. 

Communities and f~L"l.nS have suffered greatly during this prolonged drought and eve:1.y gallon of 
water is criticaL To delay the itnplementation of a 1nodest modification to the pumping of water is 
unconscionable, especially since the TUCP conside:ted :tamifications to botl1 fish species and human 
need. Clea.dy Mr. Howard considers the "potential'' jeopardy to fish to be more important than the 
«actual" jeopardy to human beings. Mr. Howard did not back up his decision with 11-ppwp:date 
scie11tific facts or opinions and his decision is in direct conflict with the biologists who helped draft 
the TUCP. His actions ate in.excusable and need to be ttve.rsed as soon as possible. 

In light of the operational and biological expe.ttise ptovided by the Department ofWatet Resources, 
Bureau of Reclamation and the Wildlife Agencies, we respectfully :tequest that the State Boa.td 
revetse its decision denying this critical portion of the TUCP to allow additional water to move 
th..tough the Delta to the tnillions of residents and acres of faunland that axe dependent on these 
wate.t supplies. 

'\Ztwt-
Larry Enos 



February 13, 2015 

VrAEMAIL 

Felicia Marcus 
Board Chair 
State Water Resources Control Board 
1001 "I" Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re: Objections to Order Approving In Part And Denying In Part A Petition For Temporary Urgency 
Changes To License And Permit Terms And Conditions Requiring Compliance With Delta Water Quality 
Objectives In Response To Drought Conditions (In the Matter of Specified License and Permits of the 
Department of Water Resources and U.S. Bureau of Reclamation for the State Water Project and Central 
Valley Project). 

We, the undersigned Allied Growers, along with industry and local leaders, are writing to express our deep 
disappointment with the decision ofT om Howard to deny the intermediate pumping provision put forth in the 
recent Temporary Urgency Petition put forth by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and the California Department of 
Water Resources. The TUCP is a balanced proposal by the operational agencies in conjunction with the Federal and 
State Fish Agencies to provide operational flexibility that is crucial as we enter a 4'h year of drought. Collaboration is 
needed during this difficult time and through a collaborative process the TUCP was drafted. The SWRCB should 
have accepted the entire TUCP as written since it has the support of both the Fish Agencies and the state and 
federal operators of our water system. Mr. Howard's singular action is :inexcusable and must be reve.tsed. 

Communities and farms have suffered greatly during this prolonged drought and every gallon of water is criticaL To 
delay the implementation of a modest modification to the pumping of wate.t is unconscionable, especially since the 
TUCP considered ramifications to both fish species and human need. Clearly Mr. Howard considers the "potential" 
jeopardy to fish to be more important than the "actual" jeopardy to human beings. Mr. Howard did not back up his 
decision with appropriate scientific facts or opinions and his decision is in direct conflict with the biologists who 
helped draft the TUCP. His actions are inexcusable and need to be reversed a.s soon as possible. 

In light of the operational and biological expertise provided by the Department of Water Resources, Bureau of 
Reclamation and the Wildlife Agencies, we respectfully request that the State Board reverse its decision denying this 
critical portion of the TUCP to allow additional water to move through the Delta to the millions of residents and 
acres of farmland that are dependent on these water supplies. 

s:/1~ fJlL 
Wilham f/sclm

1 

Ranch Management, llC 


