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QFINION

Esgentizl Features of the Projects

The applications initiate appropriations from 4 springs in
San Berﬁardino County, the springs being tributary via Cherry and
Noble Creeks to Santa Ana River, as follows:

Application 14335 for 0.35, 1.00 and 0,40 cubic foot'per second, res-

pectively, from Springs Ho. 1, No. 2 and No. 3, year round, for domestic
purpcses, irrigation and stockwatering, said springs being located.2h35
feep_norih by 1257 feet west; 2192 feet ﬁorth by 1093 feet west, and 3155
feet north by 2292 feet west, respectively, from the SE corner of Sec-
tion 31, T 18, R1BE, 3BB&M. Diversion is to be effected by graviﬁy,
convejance by pipe line. The proposed place of use is located within
the s;% of the same Sec.t_.ioz; 31. Use is to include the domestic requife-
ménﬁs of 12 people in 3 houses, the irrigating of a 1/2 acre garden,

‘the watering of up to 200 head of cattle, 50 horses and 50,000 poultry
and the irrioation from April i,through Decembér'Bl of 150 acres of |
'-paétuie. The land to be irrigated, according to the appllcatlon, has _

- no. other water rlght or source of water supnly

Applicatlon 1#336 fbr O 20 cublc foot per second,year round, from any

or all of the ‘same Springs No. l No. 2 and No.. 3, the water to befused
“for'power generation. A Pelton wheel is to be installed' maxlmnm flow -

Ito be utillzed 0.25 cublc foot per second, fall 250 feet estlnated |
Etheoretlcal horsenower 7.1, nozzle size 5/8 1nch. The-water so_used_}_
is to be released, Just,below the plant, 1ntp a:ravine'leading'fo R

Cherry Creek.



Application 14595 for (.05 cubiec foot per second, year round, from a

spring designated as 3pring No. &, located 3242 feet north by 227 feet
wesﬁ from the same ST corner of Sectiscn 3l. Diversion is to be by
gravity, with the aid of a concrete wall, 2 feet high by 5 feei long.
The water is to be ﬁsed for'pcwer generation at the same plant as

described in Application 14336.

Application 14597 for 0.15 cublc foot per second, year-round, from the
above described Spring lo. 4, for domestic purposes, irrigatioh and

stockwatering at the place of use described in Application 14335.

Protests

Orange County Water District filed substantially identical

protésts against all four.of the applications. It asserts that it '
. includes within its boundaries some 170,000 acres of land which lie
within the Santa Ana River watershed and derive thelr water supply
ffrom Santa Ana Rlver and ‘tributaries; that all of the water flowlng
'}n Santa Ana River and its tributaries have_long_been appropriated -
 and utilized'§eneficia11y;“that no unappropriated water exists within o
that stream system now;'ﬁhét the diversions-prbposéd by the applicant
- will result in' a deficiency that will be transferfed doﬁﬁstreaﬁ to
:71ts (the protestant's) lands, that ‘the appllcant has no rlght to appro-':'
,prlate from ‘the Santa Ana stream system, that the rightS'upon which :
.'_the pretest is based 1nclude riparian r&ghts, rlghts of overlying
owne:s.to underground waters.recnarged from flow in Santa Ana River

and tributaries,'and'rights by'apprOPriation;:that use ﬁnﬂer the rights



above agserted bégan as early as 1876, expanded rapidly during the first
quarter of this century; that now and for several years last past the
entire suonly reaching Orange County is in beneficial use, yearwround-
that in protesting the appllcatlons it represents many landowners within
its boundaries who have been applying and are spprlying the water under
discuésibn, through various points of diversion from one boundary of the
District to the other, for beneficial purposes. . |

Santa Ana Hiver Development Company, Anaheim:Union VWater Company

and Santa Ana Valley Irrication Company filed joint protests azainst each
application. These protestants allege that ﬁo the beét of'their informa~
tion and belief the proposed appropriations will injure them and their
stockhqldéfs, as well as Orénge County water users dependent upon Santa -
Ana River, by depriving tﬁem.and said other-parties of water which tﬁey
own and beneficially use. They assert that there is no unapproprlated
ter in the springs filed upon nor in any'other tributary of Santa Ana
~ River and that the diversiqns'that the applicant proposes will result in
a deficiency'of'supply.and thétrthat deficiency-will be transferred dowﬁ—'
= stream to- the lowermost users. They base thelr claim of a2 right to the
- use of water from the Santa Ana stream system upon approprlatlon and use
of the entlre surface and sub—snrface flow of that stream system that
- raaches tha Orange Connty line, and they assert that theaa-usna exxend
E year-reund and serve agrlculturai domestlc, mmnlclpal and 1ndustrial
. purposes. They state uhat the protestant Santa Ana Valley Irrlgation

'Company and_the protgstant Anaheim Water Company divert the entire flow



of the river into their canal systems during irrigation seasons and that

all water not so diverted is naturally percolated for the purpose of
‘recharging the underlying ground water supply. They assert tnat their
2000 stockholders who irfigate more.than 20,000 acres will be damaged,
individually and jointly, should the applications be approved. With
reference to their claimed rights they further state:

"Protestants are mutual water companies consisting of numerous
shareholders whose individual and joint rights to the coniinued
use without interrurtion of the water scugnht . . . by aprlicant
are based on riparian rights, rigats of overlying lands to
ground water recharged from the flow in the 3anta Ana River
and its tributaries and the right of appropriators . . ."

These protestants state that their diversion heads within the SW% SWE
of Sectibn.zé; T3S, R 8 W, SS5B&4. They mention no termsunder which
their protests may be disregarded. As to the prOposal under Applica-
tione 1&336 and lh596 the protestaﬁts argue:

"The proposed power use by ar Dllcant would create an un-

.. reasonable appropriation and use of the water in that it
would increase the surface area of the water; it would
increase the evaporation losses of the water; it would
inerease the transpiration losses of the water; it would
permit more percolation than has previously occurred in
the past thereby making more water available to current
water users in the immediate area while: deprlving down=
stream water users of water which normally percolated at
& lower point and it would increase the use of the water '

. by putting it to a new and different use than 1t has here~ -
tofore been applled n . :

Beauman* Irrigétlon Dlstrict did not filea protest prlbr to
date of hearlng It dld however enter a protest orally, at- the he
1ng, through its attorney, who stated: |

"My name is Robert E. Dauber from Thcmpson & Colegate in
Riverside, appearing for the Beaumont Irrigation District
e o of {page 7 of transcrlpt)
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"I would like this opportunity for the sake of the record
of explaining that I am here to join in the protests
made by the Orange County Water Disirict and that . . .
I will let them continue with the cross examination.™

(page 29 of transcript)
#* * %

". + . our position is . . . we don't feel that there is
any unappropriated water; and, secondly, we don't think
that the water that comes from these springs —- we don't
feel that Kr, Gray is legally entitled to that water, and
we will stand on the evidence as presented here at this
hearing to substantiate that rrotest." (page 44 of
transceipt)

Answers
In énswering the protests against his applications the
applicant denies that all of the water within the Santa Ana stream
system has been or is aprropriated and beneficially used, and alleges
.- : on the contrary that Msubstantial quantities of water flow into the
- Santa Ana River and ité'tributariés that have never been, and are not
':now,happlied to useful or beneficial purposes." He denies that he
has no right'to appropriate for purposes as proposed and in that con-—
nection argues:
"That water sought to be appropriated (a) has never been .
appropriated, (b) that if any such water has been appro=
- - priated the right to such appropriation has been lost by
- nonuser and by lapse of time, and (¢) that if any of
such waters have been apvronrlated such waters have not
~ been put to useful or beneficial purposes, or if they
. have been s6 put such waters have ceased to be put to
- some useful.ar benefic;al purpose. R _ »

Tha appllcant denies that his pr0posed dlver31ons will result in any

deflClency belng transferred downstream, for the ~alleged reason that




wintervening approrriators and riparian proprietors
through use of such water and through wastage prevent
any such water reaching Orange County » « "

Hearineg Held in Accordance with the ‘ater Code

Applications 14335, 14336, 14596 and 14597 were cqmpleted
Cin accbrdance.with the Water Code and the Rules and Regulations of
the Division of Water Resources and being protested were set for
public hearing under the provisions of the California Administrative
Code, Title 23, Waters, on Wednesday; January 21, 1953, in the City
Council Chamber, City Hall, San Bernardino, California. Of the heaf-

ing the applicant_and the protestants were duly notified.

7 Gist of Hearing Testimony

Witnesses at the hearing testified in substance as follows:

 Henry B. Lynch, consulting engineer, testified (pages 9 to 15 of trans-
LB LV - _ _

eript) fo'the effect that Beaumont Irrigation District is in Ri?erside.
'Cbunty, that the other mrotestants are in'Orangg County, that all the
  protestants are downstream from the appllcant, that the applicant is
the uppermost rlparlan owner upon the watershed, that he also has
"rlghts a8 -af overlying owner, that the Forest Service has a very small
 :appropriatinn‘above hlm, that below the applicant ‘aTe nuUmErous appro—
r ;;pr1atorB, the first ona belng Beaumnnt Irrlgatlan Dlstrict and another
ubeing Hbrrno Mutual, that as upper riparian owner the applicant haa

.1no obligatlon to the approprlators below him except that his use shall




be reasonable and beneficial, that the yield of the springs has not
been measured, that in his opinicn there is an ample amount of water
underground but, at present, no surface flow, that it is "a couple of
miles” from the springs via Cherry Creek to Noble Creek, that surface
flow in Cherry Creek™is not continuous but that the?e is surface water
through there®, that there is a good.deal of vegetation in the creek .
bottom., Witness Lynch testified further (pages 15 to 36 of transcript)
to the effect that he is unaware of any diversion between the springs
in question and the Beaumont Irrigation Distriet intake, and that there
is a contiﬁuous flow from the springs and from the interwvening land
between them. In the latter connection the witness £e$tifies:

"The springs themselves are more due to the topography

of the land so that the water happens to accumulate _

‘there, but it is coming from San Gorgonio on ihe north,

and when it comes to the San Andreas Fault line it fol-

lows. along antil it reaches a low place and goes across.!
- He testlfles further that the Sprlngs are not right on Gherry Creek
but are on_“offshoots of branches", that there are defined_ehannels :
from thefsprinés_but'that'eormallj they do not carry water, that wateri :
-froﬁ the_sﬁriﬁgs:ell reaches Cherry Creek.but not necessarily on the
-_:'aurfaca, that there 13 considerable’ vegetation in the area of the
.sprzngs and belcw them “until you get down into the canyen": that :
) the Beanmnnt Irr;gation Diatrict’SAHater eupply'is ”satlsfactcry" |
but. "they'don't have o v B8 mnch wate" as they mloht want" that'v

" the ground_:\-_rater supply (v_rith:l.n _Bea-wnont- Irrlgatim D:Lstra;ct) is

__overd:aﬁh, that.that condition has existed most qf'the timejsince




1922, that in general but with exceptions the entire watershed is

overdrawn, that if the applicant did not use water Irom the aprings
it {the water) "would eventually find its way down eitner to the
Beaumont Irrigation District . . . or perhaps even pass the fault
lines . . . and down into the Beaumont plain’, that downstream
" appropriators or users presumably then make usé of it, that he

(the witness) knows of no other springs similar to the springs in
question in the vicinity of the applicant's property. The witness
. further testified (pages 23 to 36 of transcript) that the applicant's
'pr0pefty.is riparian to Cherry Creek, that Cherry Creek ultimately
flows into Santa Ana River, that he has often visited Cherry Creek
although not in recent years, that he has seen a little surfaﬁe flow,.
in summer, between the spring locations and Cherry Creek'and as far |
downétreém as the Beaumont Irrigation ﬁistrict intake on. Noble Creek,_
_a total distance of 2 or 3 miles, that_as to that reach continuous

surface flow is occasional but not normal, that those occasions are

A

_after spring storms, "that 'if Mr., Gray did not use his water i#ﬁwould _'
;augment the amount_that the Eeaumont Irrigation District and the other
:f users mnght use®, that.iﬁ a water prodﬁcing aréa similar to EfslGray's
there would be a tendency'for surface flow to occur in sprlng and early

1summsr but undergrcund flow'would be. nearly canstant, that.Beaumﬂnt

Irrlgatlon Distrlct puts its water to b&neflclal'use,_that the 1“0 adras -

which the. appllcant proposes to 1rr1gate ls not-all of the appllcant‘

property, that neither of the power anpllcatlons lnvolves any storage




or entails any aprreciacle consumption of waﬁer, that Seaumont Irriga-
tion Distriet and Moreno Mutual Water Company are not supplied (so far
as he knqws}'except through wells, that losses incidenial to power
development should be less than 1% of the water diverted for that

purpose.
John B, Gray, the applicant, testified (pages 37 to 44 of transeript)

to the effect that Spring lo. 4 was on his land when Aprlications
- 14596 and 14597 were filed, that the State nas since acquired it by
condemnation except that he {Gray) is entitled to such excess over 2
miner's inches as Spring Ho. 4 produces, that 17 years ago Spring Yo. &
‘ supélied a C.C.C. caﬁp, through a l-inch pipe line, that said pipe line
has since been pulled ﬁp, that at present in his 6pinion the springs are
not flowing, that there “gas been a trickle", that squirréls, cuail,
deer and livestoék have wate&ed.frdm them and that the springs have
supported_box elders and othér treés,lthatv2 gullies'cross his land
and émpty into.Cherry Ur_eek, that the gullies do not collect surface
flow "except in a very exﬁrgms dovmpour . . . or when there is a lot
of sﬁaw-melting" that the soils of the 1§cality ére porbué and
..a.absorptlve, and that ordlnarlly there is no flowing stream through

 h1s property.._. _ ) . e
'Paul_Balle ; COnsulting engznear, testifled (pages hé tc 65 of trans- fF"'.

-crlpt) to the effect that Oranﬂe County Water Dlstrlct inclndes some

_180 000 acres on the coastal plain in Orange County, that the S¢nta

~ Ana Rlver traverses 1t and conStltutes its pr1nc1pal source of suppﬂy;

7
!
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that development within Orange County Water District represents a

total wvalue, considering agricultural and municipal areas, of prob-
ably over half a billion dollars, that this develorment ras resulted
mainly from the use of water from Santa Ana River, the water being
obtained sometinmes by diversion of surface waters aﬁd sometimes by
bumping from wells fed by percolation from the river channel, that

the water supply available to Qrange County Water District has become
increasingly deficient as compared with demand, that in 1945 according
to a study by the State Difision of Water Resources overdraft on under-
ground supply amounted to 12,000 acre feét per amnum, that a recent .

" estimate indicétes present overdraft to be 67,000 acre feet per annum,
that increasing oﬁerdraft and decreasing supply force the District to
resist further invasions of its Santa Ana River supply and to supple-
‘ment tha£ suppiy vy importation of water from.énother watershed, that
durlng the last 3 years the Dlstrict has 1mported 91,000 acre feet of -
water purcnased from Metropolltan Water Dlstrlct that still more watofw-ﬂ
is needed, that preparatlons are being made for: larger 1mportat10ns, |
that such 1mportations will suffice prov1ded the Santa Ana supply does
not further decrease, that the cost of importation warrants every'effort
?being made to protect Orange County Water District rlghus, that an
 :appr0xmmate maasure of condltlons is the amount of‘water 1n Santa Ana=.
Rlver that escapes into the ocean, that po large flows into the ocean -

have occurred since 19&3, that it is his opinioen, based upon hls ‘oW

personal studles, that all of the usable flow of Santa Ana stream




system is in use, that there is no unappromriated water within the

watérshed and that for every decrement of flow reaching Orange Countiy
due to new appropriation upstream, Urange County will be forced_ﬁo
buy an equal amount of Colorado River water, and that én uéstream
encroachment upcon the flow of Santa Ana River, if no intermediate
user "gives up" must finally be transferred to Orange County. Aé to
the springs filed upon the witness testifies:

®, ., . The sorings are in canyons or gulches, three in one
and one in another, which . . . are indentations in this
steep slope leading to the Gray propesrty. 4nd these
indentations . . . are filled with detritus . . . of &
porous nature . . . so that the runoff from the mountains
+ « » traverses . . . porous medium which has the capacity .
to absorb water. These springs . . . are . . . not in
their natural condition. They had been disturbed . . . by
trenching . . . so that greater seepage would come to any -
intake which might be established and that . . . the amount
« » « applied for . . . could not be obtained without . . .
considerable . . . development work to collect ., . . water
which ia percolating through the detritus deposits .+ + "
#* %* #

"So my conclusion . . + is that the applications do not
apply to water flowing in a surface channel but are to
appropriate . . . water which is now pereolating through
porous medla which have no well-defined banks and sides

L

* - -

_ The w1tness fnrther testified (pages 58 to 65 of transcript) to the
effect that Santa Ana Valley Irrlgation Gompany and Anaheim Union o
--water Com@sny are withln the terrltory of the Orange Connty‘water

Diatrict that thosa companles in-all irr1gate approximatelg'EB,ODO _

- _acres, that they are supplied from Sania ana River and tributaries,

that they have contributed substantially toward purchasing Colorado

Biver wéter_to increase their supply, that the-wétér now developed




on the applicant's property is not reaching Cherry Creek, that pipes

are laid to permit irrigation of certain fields, that the pipe con-
nects also with the applicant's home, that if the water were not
diverted it would in his opinion continue underground and eventually

Join with other waters progressing toward Orange County.

Other Informatlon

The San Gorgonlo, San Jacinto, ﬁls1nore and Redlands quad-
rangles of the Unlted States Geological Survey indicate that the
springs from which the appllcant seeks to anproprlaié'érain, suc—
cessively, into Cherry Canyon, Noble Creek, 3San Timoteo Canyon and
Santa Ana River. The channel distancesrfrom the vicinity of the
‘gprings to San Timoﬁeo Canjon and to Santa Ana River scale reépec-
.tively ébout 9 miles and about 30 miles. Channel distances from the.
sane vlcinlty to the point at which the protestants {except Beaumont
Irrigation Blstrlct) divert, and to the ocean, scale respectively

about 60 mlles and about 85 miles.

The Water Supply Papers of the United States Geologlcal

o Survey contaln records of streamflow at numerous points within Santa
:--Ana atream.systan. Among these are, records, ‘since 1926 ‘of the flow -

. of San Timoteo Creek. (ca.lled San Timoteo Canyon on the map) at a

.  :po1nt ‘some 2 mi__s southwest of Redlanda or 23 channel miles belaw '
the appllcant's

“cject.' Accordlng to uater'Supply ‘Peper 1181 dis<

charge of San Tlmoteo Creek near Redlands. (the station mentioned)

has averaged for 2h years but l 71 cubie feet per second the maximum -




- recorded diécharge haé beeﬁ 7,460 cubic feet per second, flow is
zero for several months of each year, and thé entire flow normally
is diverted above the station for irrigatien.

Department Bulletin 53, "South Coastal Basin Investigation -
Overdraft om Ground Water Basins," published.in 1947, states with-
respect to Beawnont Bésin: |

"Beaumont Basin ., . . covers about 31 square miles ., . .
Topography is irregular with deeply incised channels.
Slope . . . rangzes from 100 to 600 feet per mile. Zleva-
tions . . . range from 2300 to 5500 feet. Soils are . .+ &
quite absorptive. Municipal development cccupies only
about 3% of the area, about 137 is devoted to agriculture,
and the remaining 84% is in 2 more or less natural state.

"The local water supply, utillized through diversion from
surface streams and through pumping from ground water,
originates in precipitation on the wvalley and inflow from
1,550 acres of mountdins and 8,320 acres of hills directly
tributary . .« »

#A considerable part of the surface inflow and precipita-
tion flows out into 3an Timoteo. Basin, together with some
underflow. Water is exported in relatively large amdunt -
to San Timoteo Basin, from which the major portion is re~

~exported to San Jacinto Valley.

SUnder terms of the Yucaipa Judgment the amount of water
that may be pumped for export from the basin is depgendent
upon elevation of the water table , . . It is therefore
considered that there 15 neither excess or overdraft 1n
the basin . . .M ,
Eeaumnnt Irrigatinn Dlstrict at one time held Appllcation
.183? Permit 1037 which hewever was revnked,at its hulder’s reqnast,-”J-
'__~by order dated April 12, 1935. Appllcation 1837 1n1t1ated abpropria~ :
taons of 6.cub1c feet per second-from Edgar-Creek.and_E cubic feet.

from Noble Creek, the latter to be diverted at a point within the



NWZ NEL of Section 23, T 2 8, R 1 W, SBBM, for domestic purposes and
irrigation of 3161l acres within the District's boundaries. According
to a report of an inspection in connection with Application 1837 on June 4,
1923, Edgar Creek and Noble Creek are intermittent tributaries of Santa
Ana River which have a surface flow in winter and a sub-surface flow in
summer. The report states that the well which is the intake on Noble
Creek is 36 feet deep (driven to bed rock) and that its flow varies
. from nothing to 8 minert's inches. According to a later report, the
yield of the same well in 1925 ranged betwsen the same limits. The
?rogresa reports indicate that the District made repeated efforts to
“secure a lafger yield from Noble Creek and the Division granted SUC
cessive time extensions to emable it so to do. On the District's
progress report. for 1930 appears the remark:

"In the past 2 years a careful study of the geological forma-.

tion supplemented by boring wells discloses that the water

.passes at right angles across the water canyons and that

such passage is directed by impervious dykes, lying prac-

tically parallel, that these sireams vary in size, some

of them being wvery large, and further unless we strike the

center of the stream the bore usually rroves to be a dry

hole.

The District-sought and received one more extensidn of time,-but by

'.letter dated Aprll 2 1935 1t requested revncatlon and 1ts permit was

' accordingly revoked by D:wislon -order of April 27, 1935,

. | One actlve water right applicatlon only, other than the o
'-_thn B. Gray apnllcatlons,'ls presently befbre thls offlce., That is

'Appllcat;on 1A220_Perm1t 8786 by the State Division of questry_to_.'

appropriate 0.05 cubié'foot per second,'yeér-rdund, from an wnnamed




spring” tributary to Cherry Creek at a point within the SE%'HE% of

Sectioﬁ 31; T15S, R1E, 5B, for domestic, irrigation and fire
protection purposes. According to the descriptions in the applica-
tiﬁns'the sorings named in Application i&EZO aﬁd in ¥r, Gray's
‘Applications 14596 and 14597 are so close together as to indicate
‘that they are probably one and the same spring. Applicatian.lh220
was protested by the same protestants that protested the Gray applica-
tions. The conditions under which the protesiants agreed that their
protests might be disregarded and dismissed were, in effect, that use
under any permit granted should be at the forestry camp in connection
with its reﬂular*éctivities and thét when need by the Division of
Forestry is termlnatea dellvery of water shall cease and the plpe
 1ines be removed. The applicant Division of Forestry agreed to those
conditi&ﬂé and the applicatlcn accordlngly'was approved. According to
progress report for 1952 use:under Applicatioﬁ-lh220 Permit 8786 was
- being made, year-round "for domestic supply of the QOak Glen CDC Forestry
.Hbrk Céﬁp{ This-supplies_70 men ineluding a'camp laundry and washing
automotive vehiclés." . |

Informatlon as ‘to uater sunply condltions and utilizatlon
: within Hoble Creek watershed and Beaumont Irrlgatlon Dlstrlct is con—__ .
}tainsd in a United Statea De;artment of Agriculture progress Teport
;entitled “Utllizatlon of the Waters of Beaumont Plalns and San Jaclnto ~
._Ba31n, California" dated Fébruary, l?hl, by Hessrs. Ybung, “w1ng and -

'Blaney, Extracts from that report are as follows:
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"Beaumont Flains lie in the San Gorgonio Pass, astride

the divide separating Yhitewater River and Santa Ana River
watersheds, It occuries an area of 52.9 square miles of
whiech 21.9 square miles is mountainous and 30.0 square
miles is valley land or low hills.®

* #* +*

"The Plains lie at elevations between 2,500 and 3,000 feet.
The climate is semiarid; rainfall occcurring during the
winter averages 19 inches at Beauwmont and 22 inches near
the mouth of Edgar Canyon."

» _ * *

"Beaumont Irrigation Distriet has been operating success-
fully since 1921, The irrigated acreage outside the District
comprises only a small part of the total and is made up -
principally of small and isoclated tracts."

3* * *

PThe total area classified as being under irrigation during
the season 1938-39 was 3,049 acres for which estimated
consumptive use of water was 6,763 acre feet." :

* #* *

"™ost of the surface water supply for Beaumont Plains
originates in Edgar Canyon, but the shape and size of the
watershed precludes an abundant production. The average
long-term surface flow is estimated to be 6,600 acre-feet
annually. Flood escape from Beaumont Plains by way of

San Timoteo Creelc is normally small but in pericds of -

- intense or prolonged precipitation it is capable of caus- -
‘- ing considerable damage. There is no surface storage. '
¥ The inadequate surface water supply is supplemented by
pumping for irrigation.*

-“Beaumnnt Plains is arbltrarlly dlvided into! A sub-basina
- having hydrologic distinctions in vesard to the eleva-
tion of ground water. They are Beaumont Main Basin, =
Edgar Canyon Sub—basxn, North Feoothill Sub-ba31n, and
- South Foothill Sub-ba31n. '
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"In the more heavily pumped areas there has been a general
drop in ground-water levels for many years. These changes
are greatest near the western edge of Zeaumoat Main Basin
and in Edgar Canyon Sub-basin . . " '

¥* ' * ' #

Irrigation in the Beaumont Irrigation District is for 7
months, between April and November. Quantities now deliv-
ered during the past several years have been adequate,
owing largely to above-normal rainfall, recharge, and new
development. Deliveries during previous years of smzller
water supply were close to the minimum allowance for pro-
ductive agriculture, and with a recurrence of years of
normal to below-normal water supply the quantities avail~
able for delivery may be expected again to fall below
optimum requirements."

# o * : _ %

-"The surface water supply of Beaumont Plains has been
_ : insufficient for the needs of irrigated crops, and
: . water from this source has been supplemented by ground
. ' - water extractions. Since about 1926 the éraft on
ground water has exceeded the natural replenishment
resulting in a2 lowering of the water table.

"From 1921 to 1933 Beaumont Irrigation District water
deliveries averaged about 9 inches per acre per season
during a time when rainfall was slightly above normal,
yet during this peried a considerable drop in ground-
water occurred. Since 1933 deliveries have been in-
creased. It is evident that water used on the present

“irrigated acreage is in excess of replenishment and that
recent increases may be maintained only with the accom~
paniment of further and more drastic declines in groundw
water levels.™

“Edgar Ganyun Sub—ha51n The area above the White Hlll

Fault drained by Little San Gorgonlo (Edgar) and Noble.
Creeks. '

..* : . . » ) "

. e “The ‘Beaumont Plains is an area comprlsing approxlmately.
. _ - 22 square miles of upland watershed on the soutnerly




slope of San Gorgenio Mountain and some 31 square miles of
valley land in San Gergonio Pass. The maximum elevation of

the watershed is about 5,800 feet, while the agricultural plain
lies between the 2,5C0 and 3,000 foot contours. This portiomm
of the basin is an alluvial fill of great depth with a large
capacity for ground water storage.

"The steep face of the mountain area is cut by Edgar and Cherry
Canyons, 2 narrow stream channels which follow nearly parallel
courses to their junction . . . Below the canyon mouth the
surface slopes fan out to the south presenting - drainage west-
ward to San Timoteo Creek, eastward to 3an Gorgonio Wash and
southward to Potrero Creek and thence into the San Jacinto

"~ Valley. .

UNoble Creek and Little San Gorgonio Creek drain most of the
southerly portion of the watershed and provide most of the
basin's water supply . « . ¥Water from these and other small

streams sinks into the alluvial fans to augmenti the under-

-ground supp.

* * : *

"The narrowing shape of the watersiied in its upper regions
precludes any pOSSlblllty of water production in large
quantities except in occasional flash floods which are of
little value, as they pass rapidly beyond the confines of
the Basin."

* . #* . *

"The source and extent of the ground water supply will have
to be the subject of further studies . . . In certain sec~
tions the ground-water conditions are complex."

* * *

"Beanumont Main Basin . . . comprises the deep gravel-filled
trough occupying the 5an Gorgonio Pass in the vicinity of
Baaumnnt and ex$ending for several mlles east and w@st T

"On the north the White Hill Fault dlvldes the Hain Basin
from' the “dgar Canyon Sub—basxn.

"The Edgar Canyon Sub-basin comprises the area above the
White Hill Fault dralned by Little San Gorgonio and
Noble Creeks s v



U, . & thig fault is marked by a line of dispvlacement and
separates the shallow ground water cf Hdgar Canyon Sub-
basin from.the Beaumont Main-basin where the ground water
ig found at a much greater depth.

#Little San Gorgonio and Noble Creeks form the principal
drainage entering from the north, flowing . . . south=
westerly . . . crossing the Wnite Hill Fault and passing
thence into the Main Basin.

#"The total area of the sub-basin is 16.9 square miles of
which all but 2.3 sguare miles is mountainous. - The val-
ley area is confined largely to the narrow canyons trav-
ersed by Little 3an Gorgonio and Noble Creeks. Eleva=-
tions extend from 2,900 to 8,800 feet . . . Vegetative
cover is quite dense ., ., . Miells penetrating the recent
alluvium of the canyon bottoms have usually passed through -
a few feet of coarse gravel and boulders and then into
alternate layers of coarse and fine stream-laid material.

Some years. ago several flowing wells were obtained in the
: lower part of the area, the White Hill Fault having appar-
. : ently created the downstream barrier requisite to cause
. : artesian effect in the gravel strata above. Heavy pumping
during recent years has lowered the pressure surface so
that flow is no longer possible and pump lifts of 175 to
200 feet are required in a number of wells.

"The ground water in this area has been heavlly drawn upon
for both local use and export to Beaumont Main Basin.
Beaumont Irrigation District and 1ts predecessor. companies
have taken surface flow in Edgar and Noble Canyons for
many years for domestic use in Beaumont and irrigation
of 2,000 acres of land lying below the White Hill Fault.
Water is also pumped by private interests for 1rr1gat10n
Hlthin.the sub-ba31n." :

| P o Dlscu351cn _ . _

' Applinatiuns 1&335 ‘and 14336 call for a'total Df 1.95 cubmc
feet per second from Springs No. 1, No, 2 and No. 3; Appllcations _
14596 and 1&597_call_for a total of 0.20 Qublc_foot-per second'fram'

Spring No. h."The_applicaﬁt'thus-seéks'an over-all toﬁal of 2.15 cubie
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feet per second. Of this over-all total 0.25 cubic foot per second,

year~round, is wanted for the generation of power. Sucn use is non~-

consumptive and since the water is to be returne& to the natural drainage,

Just below the proposed poworhouse, its diversion and utilization for

- power genefation by -the applicant cannobaffect any protéstant adverseiy.
The amount that the applicant may reasonably require for his

proposed domestic purposes, including stockwatering, based on entries

in the applications and on average rates of consumption, is as follows:

12 people at 50 gallons por day _ 600 gallons per day
1/2 acre of irrigated garden (outy assumed 1:80) _Q,OOO
200 head of cattle at 15 gallons per day 3,000
50 horses at 1% gallons per day - 750

50,000 chlckeng_at-l/h gallon_per day : 12,599
| . ' 20,850 gallons per day

Miscellaneous needs (1/4 of above '_ ' 5,212
Total (about) - . R 26,000 gallons per day'
_Equlvalent to (about) ) - o | o,oh cubic foot per second

‘The dlver31on of 0 Ok cubic foot per second by the. appllcant for domestic
and stockwaterlng purposes is unllkely to affect any downstream user

‘apnrec1ab1y:‘ The ‘points at whlch,the applloant would divert: are remnta

"-“;3fram the poﬂnm of diversion of any nrotestant, the work 1nc1dantal to '

; developlng the aonllcant's supply would Drobably ellmlnate ‘some lossaa j
by transplratlon, and a oortlon at least of the water dlverted would not

be consumed ‘but would pass underground to be avallable te downstream -

users, as before._'
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The amount that the avplicani proposes to use for irriga-
tion thus becomes avrroximately 2.15 - 0.25 = 0,04 or 1,86 cubic feet
per second. The diversion of so considerable an amount cannot but

reduce materially the net amount of water that would otherwise reach

~ the intakes of downstream users. Such diversion would amount in the

proposed 9-month irrigation season to 1.86 x 1.98 x 270 or about 994
acre~feet per annum. This is nearly 15% of the 6763 acre-feet estim-
ated in the Young-Bwing-Blaney revort as.the conswuptive use on

Beaumont Plaihé. Since demand on Beaumont Flains reporﬁedly exceeds

supply already it is evident that further reduction of supply would

- worsen that local situation. Should the loss resulting from the’

appllcant’s DPOBOSEd‘dEVElOpment not be absorbed on: Beaumont Flains
it would have to be borne by users farther down the stream system,

to thalr manifest dlsadvantage.

Summarj and Conclusion

The. appllcant seeks to appronrlate a total of 1.90 cubic

feet per second from four certaln sorings trlbutary via Cherry Canyon

: and Noble. and-San Tlmoteo Creexs to Santa.Ana Rlver, for domestlc

purposes, stock watering and 1rr1gatlon' and to approprlate a total

,3 of 0.25 cublc faot per secenﬁ, from the same- Sprmngs for the genera-

tlon of pcwer. The pretestants argue that the waters of Santa Ana L

: Rlver and tributaries are already anoronrlated in full. and that the

_dlverslcns Droposed Wlll injure them by diminishing the supﬁly upon

- which they now depend.

[




Three of the springs are undevelored. The soring desig-
nated as Spring No. 4 is developed, at least in pert. Water from
the'undéveloped springs and any unconsumed portion of the water
issuing from Spring No. 4 presumavly percolates downstream and con- .
tributes to the supoly availéble to water users on Bezumont Plains

. .
and/or downstream therefrom,

The available information indicates that the flow of Santa
Ana Rivér énd its tributaries is practically all appropriated and
thét downstream users will in general be injured by additional diver-
.. sions from the headwate?s for consumptive use. It indicates however -
that the proposed diversicﬁ of 0.2570ubic'foot per second for powef.
development, a non—consumptivé use, will not infringe upon any down=-
stream right and that a diversioﬁ of not to exceed 0.04 cubic'foof
- per secbnd,ﬂan'amuunt commensurate wiﬁh the.applicant's stated wants
. for domestic pﬁfposes and stockﬁatering, will not affect any down-
stream user materially, such diversion béing-relatively small in
amount,'probably effseﬁ in part by suppression of traﬁsyiration :

losses and for a use that is but partly ccnsumntlve._ it indicates-
'finally that the dlversien of so con51derable an amount as wculd be’
required‘ fo'r -ir.rigation could not but reduce mat-er‘ially. the flow-, -othei-'

.:than flood flaw, reachlng the properties:of downstreﬂm ‘users and uouhi

:1  constltute an infrlngement of those users! rlghts.'

The clrcumstances above summarlzed ‘point tc the conclusxon

that water from the sPrlngs'flled upon by the_appllcant'may_be_taken
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and used in the manner groposed, insofar as the applications relate to
domestic purposes, stockwatering and power generation, without material
injury to any downstream user; they point to the conclusioﬁ #lso that
the taking and use of said water for irrigation would constitute an
encroacﬁ;ent upon apparently valid rights of numerous parties to divert

‘at points downstream. It is the opinion of this office therefore that

Applications 14335 and 14597 should be approved, subject to the usual

terms and conditions but to such extent only as to authorize the diver- _'

sion, year-round, of not to exceed a total of 0.04 cubic foot per second,
with use thereunder 1limited to use for domestic purposes and stock-
watering; and that Applications 14336 and_lh596 should be apﬁroved as

_ submittéd, subject to the usual terms and conditions.
o0o
CRDER.

Applications 14335, 14336, 14596 and 14597 ﬁaving_been

- filed with thg.DivisiQn of Water Resources as above sﬁated;:p?otests:.
- ﬁaving been filed, a puﬁlic'hearing having been held and_the State ._.
:_Englneer now'belng fully 1nfbrmed in the premlses' _.
II IS HEREBY ORDERED that Appllcatlons 1#335 and. lh597 be

."_'approved.and*that pemnnts be 1ssued to the applicant in the reduced

3'; amount of C.04 cubic fbot-per seconufunder each application, wlth

ﬁse-unde: each said application rest:icted tp'domegtic purposes and -




stockwatering, subject to such of the usual terms and conditions

as may be appropriate and subject to. the follcw1ng special term.
and condition, to wit: |
| The amounts diverted undef Apolications 14335 and
14597 shall not at one time exceed a total of Q.04
cubic foot per second.

IT IS FIRTHER (RDERED that Applications 14335 and 14597
insofar as they relate to diversions in excess of 0.0A cubic foot
per second under either application be denied, _ |

| IT IS FIRTHER ORDEMED that Applications 14336 and 14596 :
be approved and that permits be issued to the applicant subject to

such of the usual terms and conditions as may be appropriate,

. - - WITNESS my hand and the seal of the Department of Public

Works of the State of California this _lst day of _ February |

1955.

AN @mm;w
A. D. Edmonston
State Englneer
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