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Electronic Submission to: commentletters@waterboards.ca.gov NOV 30 20
Ms. Jeanine Townsend, Clerk to the Board SWRCB EXECUTIVE
State Water Resources Control Board —

1001 I Street, 24% Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Ms. Townsend:
Subject: Comment Letter — Effectiveness Assessment Document

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the State Water Resources Control Board’s (State
Water Board) Draft Effectiveness Assessment Document (Draft Document). The City of San
Diego’s (City) key comments are provided in this cover letter and the attached table includes
specific comments regarding the Draft Document. The City is committed to protecting and _
improving water quality in our region and applauds the State Board’s effort to develop the Draft
Document. '

This letter includes the City’s comments regarding the Draft Document. These can be generally

_summarized as requesting additional assurances and acknowledgement of the need for flexibility
to tailor assessment protocols based on a municipal agency’s specific regulatory drivers. The
Draft Document characterizes a process for assessing program compliance with municipal storm
water permits. While the proposed framework may accomplish that stated purpose, the Draft
Document should allow for and acknowledge that municipalities must also conduct assessments
structured to support timely identification of efficiency improvements. This can be
accomplished through an adaptive management approach that facilitates sustainable' compliance
with other regulatory drivers such as Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) programs and Areas
of Special Biological Significance (ASBS) requirements. This recommendation could be
achieved by providing a title to this document clarifying that it is a framework, and not a
procedural document.

The Draft Document does not acknowledge or support the adaptive management strategies
encouraged by the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). These EPA strategies are
proving invaluable to the creation of efficient and sustainable storm water management practices
based on both the assessment and balance of environmental, social, and economic needs. This

1 gustainable storm water management is founded on the premise that decisions are optimized, or efficient, when
environmental, social, and economic needs are considered.
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- EPA approach is wholly consistent with the City’s approach to meeting TMDI, Waste Load
Allocations and preserving the ASBS within our jurisdiction.

A discussion of the City’s’key comments is provided below. Detailed comments on specific
sections of the Draft Document are provided in the attached comment table. :

+ . Key Comments

o The Draft Document should allow Hexibility for municipalities to tailor assessment
efforts to meet their unique set of regulatory drivers and fimeframes.

The Draft Document’s stated purpose is to provide guidance to State Board staff on
establishing effectiveness assessment requirements in municipal storm water permits that
provide for the evaluation of compliance with municipal storm water permit
requirements, reduction of pollutant loads, reduction of pollutants or stream erosion due
to storm water discharge, and receiving water quality improvements. The City agrees
that the proposed framework does provide a path towards answering the stated
assessment purposes. Specifically, the framework provides a process for municipalities
to demonstrate—and the State Board to assess a municipality’s compliance with its
municipal storm water permit requirements and its effectiveness in protecting and
improving receiving water quality. The City also supports establishing standardized
concepts and terminology in the Draft Document.

However, because the Draft Document is intended to provide guidance to State Board
staff in establishing assessment requirements in municipal storm water permits, it should
allow for additional or alternative assessment methods designed to address other
regulations that municipalities must simultaneously manage, such as TMDL and ASBS

regulations.

® The Draft Document should not provide guidance on substantive implementation
requirements to be included in Municipal Permits. , ‘

The City agrees with the statement in Section I that “This document does not, and is not
intended to provide guidance on substantive implementation requirements to be included
in municipal storm water permits.” The City has several instances where both implicit
and explicit references to implementation approaches should be removed from the Draft
Document as shown in the attached table.

We hope that our comments will assist in clarifying the scope and purpose that should be
considered during the development of the Draft Document, Acknowledging that there are
potentially multiple purposes for conducting program assessments beyond gauging compliance
with Municipal Permits will vastly improve the Draft Document’s utility.
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Our comments are provided in this context. Please feel free to contact Ruth Kolb at
(858) 541-4328 if you have any questions or would like to discuss this further.

Sincerely, -

Kris McFadden E;

Interim Director

KMrk:dk

Attachment: Draft Effectiveness Assessment Comment Table

cc: Chron File
Ruth Kolb, Program Manager, Storm Water Department
Drew Kleis, Program Manager, Storm Water Department
Sumer Hasenin, Program Manager, Storm Water Department
Bill Harris, Supervising Public Information Officer, Storm Water Department
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