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LEVELS OF CORRECTIVE ACTION SCHEMATIC

DA NEL

Discharger must deploy 
structural source 
control and/or treatment 
BMPs

Numeric effluent limitations 
(based on NALs exceeded) 
apply now

QSE

QSE
QSE

QSE

Trigger

Trigger

DA NAL

Trigger

MMP

Noncompliance 
fast track

* All Level changes take effect the 
following compliance year (Oct. 1).



Trigger

There are three types of triggers:

1. A DA exceeds 2.5 the NAL
2. A DA exceeds any two NALs in one 

qualifying storms
3. A DA exceeds the same NAL in any 

two, qualifying storms per reporting 
year

Acronyms:
• QSE – qualifying storm event
• DA – daily average
• NAL – numeric action level
• SWPPP – storm water pollution prevention plan
• BMP – best management practice
• NEL – numeric effluent limitation
• TBEL – technology-based effluent limitation
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