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The soil renediation industry is rapidly devel opi ng and
expandi ng. As treatnment technol ogi es enmerge and are
evaluated in the field for managenent of petrol eum
contam nated soils, it is inportant to renmenber t hat
storage (both pre-treatnment and post-treatnent),
treatnent on |and, and disposal of materials are waste

di scharges to | and and shoul d be regul ated according to
the requirenents in Chapter 15. As with ot her waste

di scharges, petrol eum contam nated soil nust be eval uated
for threat it poses to water quality, and classified
according to that threat. In nost cases, petroleum
contam nated soils are nmanaged as desi gnated waste.

What ever the waste, any Waste Managenent Unit (VWWJ) used
for its treatnment, storage, or disposal nust be designed,
constructed, operated, and naintained to achieve
conpliance with the applicable Chapter 15 requirenents.

Several conponents of a soil treatnent operation are
likely to be subject to Chapter 15, including: (a) any
stockpil es used for pre-treatnent storage of contam nated
soils, (b) the pile or spreading area where treatnent is
carried out, and (c) depending upon the effectiveness of
treatnent, any post-treatnent stockpiles. Note that all

of these areas are "waste piles" under Chapter 15. [Only
a unit at which wastes are intentionally incorporated
into soil so that they will be degraded or immobilized
within a specified treatnment zone is a "land treatnent

uni t".]

Where a permanent WMUJ i s not proposed, appropriate
Chapter 15 requirenents should be applied to protect

wat er quality. For expediency, some Regional Water Boards
regul ate these types of operations by General VWDRs or
General Waivers, so long as the operation neets specified
condi tions. Neverthel ess, constituents in the

contam nated soil nust not be able to mgrate off-site
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and create an unacceptable threat to water quality.

Li kewi se, the operation nust preclude gas- or |iquid-
phase contam nants frommgrating into soils underlying
the treatnent, storage, or disposal areas.

This is intended as general guidance to help maintain
consi stency anong and within regions. |If you have any
guestions, please tel ephone Peter Fuller, D vision of

Cl ean Water Progranms at (916) 227B4391, CALNET 498B4391.



