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February 2, 1998











To:  Interested Parties











PUBLIC NOTICE OF PROCESS TO DEVELOP REGIONAL AND STATEWIDE TOXIC HOT SPOT CLEANUP PLANS








As part of the Bay Protection and Toxic Cleanup Program (BPTCP), the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) is required to develop a consolidated toxic hot spot cleanup plan and submit it to the Legislature by June 30, 1999.  The SWRCB and Regional Water Quality Control Boards (RWQCBs) will use a four task process to complete the consolidated plan.  The four tasks are:





1.	The SWRCB will adopt a policy outlining the toxic hot spot definition, ranking criteria and other factors needed for the consistent development of the BPTCP cleanup plans.





	The SWRCB will develop one document as formal guidance on the development of  toxic hot spot cleanup plans.  This document will be a Water Quality Control Policy (California Water Code Section 13140, 13142) that contains a specific definition of a toxic hot spot (including categories of hot spots), ranking criteria to assist the SWRCB and the RWQCBs in establishing priorities for addressing toxic hot spots in the plans, and other measures necessary to facilitate the plans completion.  The Policy will be accompanied by a functional equivalent document (FED) to facilitate California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and Office of Administrative Law (OAL) compliance and to provide technical justification to withstand peer review (as required by law).





For adoption of the Policy, the BPTCP will use the procedures for adopting and revising Water Quality Control Plans.  We anticipate the Policy being completed by June 30, 1998.














2.  	The RWQCBs will adopt the regional toxic hot spot cleanup plans.





	The coastal RWQCBs completed proposed toxic hot spot cleanup plans by the January 1, 1998 deadline.   For the remainder of FY 1997-98 and in FY 1998-99 the RWQCBs will update, revise and finalize the proposed regional toxic hot spot cleanup plans.  This activity will require technical advice from the Department of Fish and Game (DFG) and Cal/EPA’s Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (OEHHA).





The RWQCBs will adopt the regional toxic hot spot cleanup plans using the normal procedures for an RWQCB action.  The public will be given an opportunity to comment on the draft plan, the plan will be revised (if necessary) in response to the comments received, and the plan will be adopted by resolution of the RWQCB.  The RWQCB need not adopt the plans pursuant to CEQA.  Once adopted the plans in their final form will be submitted to the SWRCB for use in development of the statewide toxic hot spot cleanup plan.  The regional cleanup plans are not effective until approved by the SWRCB, and all CEQA and Administrative Procedure Act requirements are met.





	The regional cleanup plans are anticipated to be completed by 


	December 31, 1998.





3.	The SWRCB will compile and adopt the consolidated toxic hot spot cleanup plan.





	The SWRCB will develop the Statewide cleanup plan.  The Plan will consist of the consolidated list of toxic hot spots as well as the Water Code-mandated strategies for addressing the toxic hot spots.  The SWRCB is required to make specific findings in the Statewide plan (Water Code Section 13394).  The SWRCB will also develop a FED to facilitate CEQA and APA compliance and to provide technical justification to withstand peer review (as required by law).  All CEQA review of the Regional actions will be completed at the SWRCB with the assistance of the RWQCB staff.





	The SWRCB will probably use the same procedures used for adoption of the Policy in Task 1 for adoption of the statewide consolidated toxic hot spot cleanup plan.


�
	After approval by California Environmental Protection Agency, the consolidated Statewide toxic hot spot cleanup plan will be submitted to the Legislature.  The consolidated plan will be completed by June 30, 1999.





4.	Review of BPTCP activities will be performed by the Monitoring and Surveillance Task Force and the BPTCP Advisory Committee.  


	Scientific peer review will be performed in compliance with the requirements 


	of SB 1320.





Should you wish to discuss this process or any aspect of the BPTCP please call


Craig J. Wilson, Chief of the Bays and Estuaries Unit.  He can be reached at 


(916) 657-1108.





Sincerely,














Jesse M. Diaz, Chief


Division of Water Quality
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 Recycled Paper	Our mission is to preserve and enhance the quality of California's water resources, and


	ensure their proper allocation and efficient use for the benefit of present and future generations.
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