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Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board

July 21, 2016

Mr. Jonathan Claudio

City of Huntington Beach
2000 Main Street

Huntington Beach, CA 92648

CLEAN WATER ACT SECTION 401 WATER QUALITY STANDARDS
CERTIFICATION FOR THE HUMBOLDT DRIVE BRIDGE REHABILITATION OVER
SHORT CHANNEL PROJECT, CITY OF HUNTINGTON BEACH, COUNTY OF
ORANGE, CALIFORNIA (USACE REFERENCE NO. NOT AVAILABLE) (SARWQCB
PROJECT NO. 302015-26)

Dear Mr. Claudio,

On December 11, 2015, we received from the City of Huntington Beach (Applicant) an
application for a Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Standards Certification
(“Certification”), for a project (Project) to remove and replace existing concrete barriers,
sidewalks, and a bridge deck from the Humboldt Drive Bridge. In addition, the proposed
Project entails removal and replacement of unsound concrete surrounding the bridge'’s
piers. The proposed Project is situated in Huntington Harbor, which is located in
northwest Huntington Beach. The proposed Project will result in 0.002 acre temporary
impact to jurisdictional waters. The Applicant submitted a filing fee of $200.00, which
satisfies the Project fee requirement for consideration of a 401 Certification. This fee
amount was determined using the Dredge and Fill Fee Calculator on the State Water
Resources Control Board (SWRCB) web site, which is based on the most current
iteration of California Code of Regulations, Division 3, Chapter 9, Article 1, Section 2200
(a) (3) in effect when the application was submitted.

This letter responds to your request for Certification that the proposed Project described
in your application and summarized below, will comply with State water quality
standards outlined in the Water Quality Control Plan for the Santa Ana River Basin
(1995) (Basin Plan) and subsequent Basin Plan amendments:

Project Description: The Applicant propc s to abilitate the Humboldt ~ ive
Brid¢ by wic ingits¢ ckfrc 35 32to39 i, inor
to provide sufficient width for standard roadway and
sidewalks on the bridge. The rehabilitation and bridge
widening will include: a), removing and replacing the existing
concrete barriers, sidewalks, and bridge deck; b), cleaning
and painting the bridge’s steel |-girders and other steel
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members; and c), removing and replacing the unsound
concrete that surrounds the bridge piers. The approximately
three cubic yards of unsound concrete will be removed and
replaced as patches. Work platforms with protective cover
enclosures will be installed around the bridge piers prior to
the start of rehabilitation.

The existing utilities, a 4-inch City sewer line and an 8-inch
City water line, would be temporarily relocated and/or
physically supported during construction. The 4-inch City
sewer line will be removed, temporarily relocated, replaced
with 4- inch stainless steel pipe and then restored to its
original location under the deck of the bridge. The 8-inch City
water line will be removed and replaced with 8-inch ductile
iron pipe, then permanently relocated to the outer edge of
the bridge’s deck to facilitate future water line maintenance
work.

The work will take place within Section 19 of Township 6
South, Range 11 West of the U.S. Geological Survey Seal
Beach, CA 7.5 minute topographic quadrangle map.

Latitude Longiuae
33.725082° N - 118.057448° W
33.725064° N - 118.056829° W
33.725005° N - 118.056830° W
23725001°N - 118 NR7440°W |
Receiving water: Huntington Harbor has designated beneficial uses (existing

or potential) that include: contact recreation (REC1), non-
contact recreation (REC2), commercial and sportfishing
(COMM), marine habitat (MAR), navigation waters (NAV),
rare, threatened or endangered species (RARE), spawning,
reproduction and development (SPWN), and wildlife habitat
(WILD).

Fill area:

Temporary Impact to Ocean nabnat U.UUZ acie ayailahla

Dredge/Fill volume: None
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Federal permit: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Nationwide Permit
No. 14, Linear Transportation Projects

You have proposed to mitigate water quality impacts as described in your Certification
application. The proposed mitigation is summarized below:

Onsite Water Quality Standards Mitigation Proposed:

e Standard water quality related best management practices (BMPs) will be
employed during construction activities.

Offsite Water Quality Standards Mitigation Proposed:

¢ None.

Should the proposed Project impact State- or federally-listed endangered species or
their habitat, implementation of measures identified in consultation with U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife should ensure those
impacts are mitigated to an acceptable level. Appropriate BMPs will be implemented to
reduce construction-related impacts to waters of the State according to the
requirements of Santa Ana Regional Board Order No. R8-2009-0030 (NPDES Permit
No. CAS618030), commonly known as the Orange County Municipal Storm Water
Permit, and subsequent iterations thereof. Order No. R8-2009-0030 requires that the
Applicant substantially comply with the requirements of the State Water Resources
Control Board General NPDES Permit for Storm Water Discharges Associated with
Construction and Land Disturbance Activities, Order Number 2012-0006-DWQ.

Pursuant to California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3, Section 15096, as a
responsible agency, the Regional Board is required to consider an Environmental
Impact Report (EIR) or Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) prepared by the lead
agency in determining whether to approve an application submitted for a project to
receive 401 Water Quality Certification. A responsible agency has responsibility to
mitigate and avoid only the direct and indirect environmental effects of those parts of the
project that it decides to carry out, finance, or approve. Further, the responsible agency
must make findings as required by Sections 15091 and, if necessary, 15093, for each
and every significant impact of the project.

As required by Section 15096, in approving this Certification, the Regional Board has
considered the proposed Humboldt Drive Bridge Rehabilitation over Short Channel
MND p »ared by the City of Huntington E  ich on December 22, 2015. More
specifically, the Regional Board has considered those sections of the MND pertaining to
water quality standards. Based upon the mitigation proposed in the MND, and the
conditions set forth in this Certification, impacts to water quality should be reduced to a
less than significant level, and beneficial uses will be protected if all stated mitigation
and conditions are performed. Thus, the Regional Board independently finds that these
changes or alterations have been required or incorporated into the Project that should
avoid or mitigate impacts to water quality to a less than significant level.












