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Updated Information  
Regarding  

T. Gondii Impacts on Sea Otters 
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The following is an excerpt from page M-11 of the Year 1 Annual Report.  This describes 
the program proposed in the Year 1 Annual Report to be implemented beginning in Year 

2, to address this issue. 
 

Recommended Program to Reduce or Eliminate the Sources of Toxoplasma Gondii 
Pollution Identified as Impacting Sea Otters Within the Jurisdictions of the MS4s 

Covered by the MRSWMP  
 

The recommended program to be implemented beginning in Year 2 is directed at 
public education, and better identifying the locations of sea otter strandings and 
their proximities to storm water discharges, as described below. 
 
1.  The Public Education and Public Outreach program conducted under 
Minimum Control Measure No. 1, and the municipal staff training programs 
under Minimum Control Measure No. 6, will be expanded to provide education 
about the public health and marine environment risks associated with improper 
disposal of cat feces.  The following would be included within the expanded 
educational program: 
 

• Urge residents to regularly examine gardens and other areas on their 
property where free roaming cats are likely to defecate, and to pick up and 
dispose of cat feces with their solid waste that is sent to the sanitary landfill.   
• Direct public works personnel that routinely perform cleaning and 
maintenance of parks and greenbelt areas within communities to similarly 
pick up and dispose of fecal material that is found on public property in parks 
and other areas. 
• Urge cat owners to bag and dispose of cat litter and cat feces with their 
solid waste that is sent to the sanitary landfill, rather than flushing it down the 
toilet. 
• Develop an educational message to the public describing the feral cat 
implications on storm water pollution and its association with sea otter 
deaths. 
• Distribute educational brochures covering these topics at public events, 
veterinarian clinics, animal shelters, the SPCAs, and other suitable locations. 

 
2.  Investigate the feasibility of assisting organizations within the area covered by 
the MRSWMP in publicizing or promoting their feral cat control programs. 

 
3.  Continue seeking to obtain geographic data on the locations of sea otter 
strandings associated with T. Gondii.  If such data can be obtained in a format 
that can readily be used for mapping, develop a map of the coastline within the 
MRSWMP area showing the locations of strandings and their proximities to storm 
water outfalls. 

 
On the following pages is a letter received from the Executive Director of The Otter 
Project, reporting that the scientific community is now of the opinion that the impact of 
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storm water discharges on Sea Otter health and mortality is not nearly as significant as 
previously thought.   
 
Because of this updated information, and in order neither to mislead the public regarding 
the relationship between storm water discharges and the health of Sea Otters nor to 
expend precious resources on issues having little relationship to storm water pollution, 
the Group’s work in Year 2 to educate the public on this matter will be limited to the 
following: 
 
 

 The Public Education and Public Outreach program conducted under Minimum 
Control Measure No. 1  will be expanded to provide education about the public health 
and marine environment risks associated with improper disposal of  feces from pets 
and free-roaming animals.  The following will be included within the educational 
program: 
 

• Urge residents to regularly examine gardens and other areas on their property 
where animals are likely to defecate, and to pick up and dispose of feces with their 
solid waste that is sent to the sanitary landfill.   
• Urge cat owners to bag and dispose of cat litter and cat feces with their solid 
waste that is sent to the sanitary landfill, rather than flushing it down the toilet. 
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