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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING SESSION--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

NOVEMBER 19, 2003

ITEM 5

SUBJECT

CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE LOS ANGELES REGION TO SUSPEND THE RECREATIONAL BENEFICIAL USES IN ENGINEERED CHANNELS DURING UNSAFE WET WEATHER CONDITIONS

DISCUSSION

The Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) adopted an updated Water Quality Control Plan (Basin Plan) on June 13, 1994.  The Basin Plan was approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on November 17, 1994 and by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on February 23, 1995.  On July 10, 2003, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. 2003-010 (Attachment) to suspend the recreational beneficial uses in engineered channels during unsafe wet weather conditions.

At present, all water bodies in the region include beneficial use designations for Water Contact Recreation (REC-1) and, in almost all cases, for Non-contact Water Recreation (REC-2).  The REC-1 beneficial use designation reflects the “fishable/swimmable” goal of the federal Clean Water Act.  Recognizing that in Southern California people engage in water recreation throughout the year, there are no seasonal restrictions on these recreational beneficial uses regardless of weather conditions that could make recreational activities unsafe. 

Many water bodies in the region have been heavily engineered to reduce the incidence of flooding in urbanized areas by conveying storm water runoff to the ocean or some other discharge point.  To accomplish this, the channels are typically lined on the sides or bottom with riprap or concrete.  These modifications create life-threatening “swift-water” conditions for recreational users during and immediately following storm events. Furthermore, the vertical walls or steep-sided slopes of these channels make it very difficult to exit the channel during these conditions. 

The proposed amendment would temporarily suspend the REC-1 and REC-2 beneficial uses, and the associated bacteriological objectives to protect those uses, in engineered flood control channels during and immediately following significant storm events.  Suspension of recreational beneficial uses would apply on days with rainfall equal to or greater than ½ inch and the 24-hour period following such an event.  Using available information and field surveys, Regional Board staff has identified 39 water body segments in the Los Angeles Region to which the suspension would apply.

The inherent danger of recreating in engineered channels during and immediately following storm events is widely recognized and is already addressed by Los Angeles and Ventura Counties through County policies.  In Los Angeles County, protocols for locking access gates to flood control channels and preparing for possible swift-water rescues in these channels during defined storm events have been set by the Los Angeles County  California Multi-Agency Swift Water Rescue Committee.  In Ventura County, access gates to these channels are kept locked at all times. 

This proposed amendment would not alter or interfere with a discharger’s responsibilities or commitments to protect downstream beneficial uses.  The Regional Board proposes to reconsider the suspension of recreational beneficial uses within three years to evaluate if conditions in engineered flood control channels still warrant the suspension.

The Regional Board finds that the additions of this amendment would result in no adverse effect on wildlife, and the amendment would be consistent with the State Antidegradation Policy (SWRCB Resolution No. 68-16) and federal anti-degradation requirements.

POLICY ISSUE

Should SWRCB approve the amendment to the Basin Plan in accordance with the Staff Recommendation below?

FISCAL IMPACT

Regional Board and SWRCB staff work associated with or resulting from this action can be accomplished within budgeted resources.

RWQCB IMPACT

Yes, Los Angeles Regional Board.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION

That SWRCB:

1. Approves the amendment to the Basin Plan to suspend the recreational beneficial uses in engineered channels during unsafe wet weather conditions as approved in Regional Board Resolution No. 2003-010.

2. Authorizes the Executive Director or designee to transmit the amendment and the administrative record for this action to OAL and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for approval.

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2003-

APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE

LOS ANGELES REGION TO SUSPEND THE RECREATIONAL BENEFICIAL USES

IN ENGINEERED CHANNELS DURING UNSAFE WET WEATHER CONDITIONS

WHEREAS:

1. The Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) adopted a revised Water Quality Control Plan (Basin Plan) for the Los Angeles Region on June 13, 1994 which was approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on November 17, 1994 and by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on February 23, 1995.

2. On July 10, 2003, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. 2003-010 (Attachment) amending the Basin Plan to suspend the recreational beneficial uses in engineered channels during unsafe wet weather conditions.

3. Regional Board staff prepared documents and followed procedures satisfying environmental documentation requirements in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act and other State laws and regulations.

4. The Regional Board finds that the additions of this amendment would result in no adverse effect on wildlife, and the amendment would be consistent with the State Antidegradation Policy (SWRCB Resolution No. 68-16) and federal antidegradation requirements.

5. A Basin Plan amendment does not become effective until approved by SWRCB and until the regulatory provisions are approved by OAL and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA).

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

SWRCB:

1. Approves the amendment to the Basin Plan to suspend the recreational beneficial uses in engineered channels during unsafe wet weather conditions as approved in Regional Board Resolution No. 2003-010.

2. Authorizes the Executive Director or designee to transmit the amendment and the administrative record for this action to OAL and USEPA for approval.

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on November 19, 2003.





_____________________________________





Debbie Irvin





Clerk to the Board
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