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- STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD
RESOLUTION NO. 94-94

APPROVAL OF §1 10;000 FROM THE STATE WATER POLLUTION
CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ACCOUNT TO HELP ESTABLISH THE
ELKHORN SLOUGH AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION OUTREACH PROGRAM

WHEREAS:

The Elkhorn Slough (Slough) is an ecological critical estuarine complex on the central California Coast,
which borders the Monterey Marine National Sanctuary and over 1400 acres of which are in the
National Estuarine Research Reserve System; and : -

The watershed of the Slough is over 44,900 acres, containing an area of intense:‘agricultural production,
yielding 20% of the nation’s strawberry crop, with much of the growing area being on steep slopes; and

Erosion and agricultural runoff from the irrigated farmland containing pesticides and fertilizers are
filling wetlands, and have been building up in the food chain within the Slough for decades; and

The farmers have stated their willingness to correct agricultural runoff and erosion problem if given
education and guidance to do so; and ’

The Soil Conservation Service (SCS) is planning a five year Outreach Program tailored to these
individual farmers which will consider their social and economic conditions while educating and
assisting them to implement practices that eliminate runoff and erosion; and

The SCS is pursuing funds from their parent agency (U. S. Department of Agriculture) but,
unfortunately, funds can not be used for all the tasks required for the Outreach Program; and

The Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Coast Region, (RWQCB) has r'equested $110,000
from the Account to fund three Program tasks, for a period of two (2) years, that cannot be funded by
the U. S. Department of Agriculture; and

The State Water Resources ‘Control Board Resolution No. 93-30 allocated $67,100 to the RWQCB for
future cleanup and abatement projects, and these funds remain available; and

The Outreach Program is a Ibng term project and the RWQCB will apply for funding from the Clean
Water Act, Section 319(h) Grant Program.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The State Water Resources Control Board hereby approves the RWQCB request, and allocates $42,900 from
the State Water Pollution Cleanup and Abatement Account to supliement the previous allocation of $67,100
and help establish the Eikhorn Slough Agricultural Education OQutreach Program for two years.

CERTIFICATION

-~

The undersigned, Administrative Assistant to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true,
correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control
Board held on October 20, 1994.

afireen Marché
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AEMORANDUM

State Water Resources Control Board Members ) ‘ Date: - October 12, 1994

e

4 1/ Roger W. Briggs, Executive Officer

Fram:

subject:

California Reglonal Water Cuality Control Board
Cesiteal Comst Ragion ~~ #1 Higuera Street, Suite 200
Ban Luls Obiapo, Califesaia 93401-5427

ELKHORN SLOUGH WATER QUALITY PROJECTS

' Thank you for your favorable consideration of our funding roquost for the Elkhorn Slough Watershed, Our
‘projest will abate tha transpart and daposition of sediments (often laden with pesticides and herbicides) in

Rlkhorn Stough. During our discussion at the Workshop, Board Mombor Forster asked for a response 1o her
request that we poordinate this watershed nonpoint source effort with the State Roard's affarts an Caasial Zane

Act Resuthorization Amendment (CZARA) implementation.

As I s2id at the Workshop, there are very closs paralicls beiween CZARA goals and Monterey Bay National
Marine Senctuary (MBNMSE) goals. Elkhors Slough is en important tributary to the sanctuary. We have
ocoardinated with the State Board Nonpoint Source Section's Supervising Water Resources Control Engineer,
Sian Martinsoq, to try to capitalize on tho similarity of S8enctuary/CZARA goals and implemontation efforts.
A major pant of the funding you approved will go directly toward coordination of the many Bikhorn Slough
sctivitics through implemeniation of the watoishod wiansgement approach. This approach is the foundation
of the Sanotuary, CZARA, the State Board's Nonpoint Source Program, and local sfforts. Of course, we're
working 10 meke these efforts oompllmemary rether than duplicative or uvvrlupping.

Cur sucoesses with our Elichomn Slough efforis will be direcily wransfersble to signirioam areas mhutary to the
suncluary and covered by CZARA. Por examplc, the following chart demonstrates similerities ofthe progrﬁms

'umc arc areas tbat are ripe for double and triple duty.

Demo Erosion Control Measures NPS Control Msasures include "Same as CZARA
- sediment catch basins . - erosion control measures '
~ yodd realignment - construction #ite crosion and
. : -~ sodiment control
grass buffor strips ' - plansting, siting, and developing -

roads and highways

. - irmigation oquipmeat, and - imigstion waier management

method improvements

Bi-lingua! Outroach Mult-lingusi Eduestion Required - Same as CZARA
(required to spread prastices) : ‘

Agenocies & Locals Coordinafion Most offcctive coordination Seme as CZARA
on water quality efforts. techniques from Elkhorn Slough

effort will be used.

We.have invited Jobn Brown and Stan Masrtinson w0 join us for our Elkhom Slough tour on October 13 (by
land and water) to learn more sbout water quality efforts.

T hape thie information providex the asmirance you need that we are doing all we oan to oarry out &
seordinated water quality protection and enhancement program.

RWBipiC2wtbrdesp.mem




2 e of California

I?HI.EM_ORANDUM |

To:

From:

Iubject:

o

- FUNDS REQUESTED-- $310,000

- local Spanish speaking farmer as a liaison.

Al Garbutt, Sanitary Engineering Associate ' Date:  August 25, 1994
Construction Administrative Unit .

Division of Clean Water Programs-Loans & Grants Branch

State Water Resources Control Board '

PO Box 944212 : :
Sacramento, CA 94244-2120 ' FAX # 916-227-4349

l{ ZerW. Bkﬁ&::cuﬁ\}e Officer T

California Reglonal Water Quality Control Board
Cantral Coast Region ~- 81 Higuera Street, Suita 200
‘San Luls Oblspo, California 93401-5427

REQUEST FOR CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ACCOUNT FUNDS

This m.e'mo 1s a reqﬁe,st for funds from the Cleanup and Abatement account, We have two
high priority projects that require funding, as described below. This request will be

considered by the Regional Board at its regular meeting on September 9, 1994, ‘If approved

by the Regional Board, we understand you will present & formal request to the State Board
for consideration, ' _

ELKHORN SLOUGH AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION QUTREACH PROGRAM

- The Elkhorn Slough Watershed is an_area of intense agricultural production, yielding-20%

of this country’s strawberry crop, with much of the growing area being on steep slopes.

Agricultural runoff causes significant buildup of pesticides and fertilizers in the Slough _

(fertilizers in the water column, and pesticides in sediment and the food chain). Strawberry
farms lose an average of 33 tons of topsoil per acre per year during "normal” years, and up
to 145 tons per acre during wet years. The estimated annual cost of erosion damage is
$1,834,000 measured as farm productivity losses and damage to public roads,

This Regional Board needs funds to help establish an education outreach program to help
individual farmers develop agricultural runoff and erosion control practices for their farms.
We propose using Cleanup and Abatement funds to augment planned outreach education
efforts by the Soil Conservation Service. The Soil Conservation Service 1s planning a five

" year program to educate and assist farmers in implementing agricultural practices to

eliminate runoff and erosion. This ratherunique program is based on an understanding of

-the specific social and economic conditions of individual farmers in the watersied. Most

of the erosion and runoff problems occur on steep irrigated land, which is predominately
owned by Hispanic farmers who speak little or no English. The Soil Conservation Service
Outreach Program is tailored to these individual farmers and their families, employing 2

x
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The Soil Conservation Service needs funding for three tasks which cannot be done with their
" budget. The tasks are outlined below in the "estimated costs™ section.

‘The following information is provided as reqtlired by the Administrative i’rocedures Manual:

Agency Requesting Funds-- Central Coast Regional Water Qual:ty Control Board and the
Soil Conservation Service.

Enfity Responszble For Waste Dzscharge——- Irripated farmland in the Elkhom Slongh
watershed

Location of the Discharge-- Elkhomn Slough, mid Monterey Bay area
" Type of Discharge-- Runoff from irrigated farmland containing pesticides and fertilizer

Description of Water Body Affected— The Elkhom Slough is an ecologically critical

estuarine complex on the central California Coast. The watershed is approximately 44,900
. acres in size, while the water body itself is about 1,000 acres. Over 1,400 acres of the
Slough are in the National Estuarine Research Reserve System, and the Slough borders the
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary. The Slough is one of the most- important
estuarine areas on the Pacific flyway for migratory birds, This area is among the most
beavily farmed regions in the State, providing favorable growing conditions year round..

Description of Threat to Water Quality-- Erosion is ﬁllihg in wetlands. Pesticides have
been building up in the food chain within the Slough for decades. These coastal waters have
also shown some of the State’s highest concentraﬁons of pesticides in russel tissue.-

Descrzptzon of Discharger’s Ability to Cleanup the PalIutzon— The farmers have stated
their wﬂhngness to correct agricultural runoff and érosion problems if given education and
guidance to do so. Farmers have an economic incentive to prevent erosion because of the
extenswe loss of topsoﬂ

Previous Actions to Abate the Problem— Previous educational outreach efforts have failed
because they did not consider the social and economic conditions of farmers in the Slough
watershed. :

Other Funding Sources—- The Soil Conservation Service is pursuing funds from their parent
agency (U. S. Department of Agriculture). Unfortunately, these funds can only be used for
specific tasks. Funds for the tasks outlined below (numbered one through three) must be
funded by another source.

..

Description of Proposed Abatement-- .

1. Staff costs to oversee coordination of agency activities in the Slcmgh watershed
($30,000/year for seven years = $210,000)— Several agencies are working on various
projects in the Slough watershed, with little coordination of activities. The lack of
coordination is inefficient and causes confusion among farmers. Funds must be
provided to cover staff time on this task.
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2. : Relmbm'sement to an mdnndual local farmer who would act as a hiaison between
agency staff and farmers in the watershed ($10, OOOlyear for seven years = $70,000)--

This individual will be respon51ble for coordinating education activities, disbursement .-

of educational materials, promotion of farmer. parhcxpatxon in the learnimg process,
and general commumcation between agencies and farmers.” Reimbursement for time
spent on these semces must be provided to the local farmer :

3..  Demonstration of Best Management PractlceS-($30,000)- 'Ihe Soil Conservation

' Service cannot provide funds for the purchase or installation of facilities for

‘demonstration of best management practices, such as sediment catch basims, road re-

- alignment, planting of grasses, and imigation equipment. These facilities will be

installed by local farmers, with oversight from Soil Conservation Sefvice staff.
Funds will be used to purchase materials-and cover associated staff costs.

" Estimate of Costs—

Task One | $210,000
‘Task Two - §70,000

Task Three : $ 30,060 -
: Total COSt - $310,000

VALLEY CLEANERS, CITY OF SOLVANG—-PERCHLOROETHYLENE N GROUND WATER

A general mvesﬁga’aon is necessary to determme the extent of PCE contammahou 1 soil

~ and ground water at the Valley Cleaners site in Solvang, California. The site is located near

the Santa Ynez River, where the City of Solvang has municipal wells. The City uses
ground water as a drinking water source. Existing data show high concentrations of PCE in
soil gases beneath the site. An investigation to delineate the extent of contaminafion in soils
and ground water, and develop remediation altematives 1s necessary.

The following information is provided as required by the A_dministrzrﬁve Procedures Manual:
Agency Requestmg Funds-- Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board

Enftity R33ponszble For Waste stckarg -~ Valley Cleaners.

Location of the Discharge— 1604 Copenhageu Drive, SoIvang Apprommateiy a half mile

- from the Santa Ynez River.

Type of Discharge— Perchloroethylene (PCE) is one of the most widespread and persistent
carcinogens in the environment today. - PCE was used extensively in dry cleaning,
electronics, and machining industries. The. thost common method of disposal was discharge
to sanitary sewers or simply dumping in a convenient location. PCE is heavier than water,
and moves easily through soils. The combination of popular uses, distribution through sewer

" systems, persistence in the environment, specific-gravity, and ability to breakdown clay
-aquitards makes this chemical a serious threat to beneficial uses of ground water 1 many

areas, including Solvang. -
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Description of Water Body Aﬂect .- The ground water basin beneath the mty of Solvang
is threatened and may be impacted. Ground water extracted from the basin is used as a

source of drinking water. -

Description of Threat to Water Quah{v—- The discharge may be 1mpactmg drinking water. -
A preliminary investigation rcvealed high concentrations of PCE in soil vapor ‘beneath the

site.

 Description of Discharger’s Ability to Cleanup the Pallutton—- The current properly owner -
‘has appeared before the Reglonal Board and claims to have no ability to investigate or
cleanup the discharge. The discharger (V alley Cleaners, the property lessee) also clatms to
have no ability to mvesugate or cleanup the discharge.

-

Previous Actzans fo Abate the Problem—- No abatement measures have occurred, and none
are likely considering the financial status of the owner and discharger.

Description . of Prapased' Abatement—- Investigation to determine the extent of
contamination and vapor extraction. )

Estimate of Costs—

Delineation of PCE in soil and groundwater $ 75,000
Vapor Extraction $200,000
Total $275,000

If you have any questions or comments about this request, please contact Paul Jagger at 8-
629-3690, or Michael Thomas at 8-629-4623. Thank you for your help on these projects.

cc: Charles B. Allen, Regional Board Chairman
Melanie A. Mayer Gideon, Regional Board Vice-Chair

mt/caafunds.mem/hd and palC2/canfunds.mem
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; ‘né: CASTATUS

Cleanup and Ab'atement Account.

Status of Funds

Report Date: 08=-Sep—94

Co'mmént

Amount Project No.
$3,407,591.17 : Net Funds Available June 30, 1994
$23,552.20 C/A 122 Disencumber July 8, 1994
$1,536,185.00 C/A 113 Disencumber
$4,967,328.37 Subtotal

- $2,750,000.00

Total CJA 121, 126, 128, & 129

$2.217,328.37

Subtotal uncommited

Amount

$21,516.00
$43,811.00
$40,000.00
$569,000.00
$61,700.00
$10,300.00
$13,000.00

Other Commitrhénts
Project No.

Reso 92—43 Regicn 2
Reso 92—43 Region 5
Reso 93--30 Region 1
Reso 93—-30 Region 2

Reso 93—-30 Region 3 .

Reso 93—-30 Region 6
Reso 93--30 Region 9

‘Comment

$759,327.00

SUBTOTAL

$1 ,458,001.37

TOTAL AVAILABLE






